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REMEMBER: November 3rd is the LAST DAY TO VOTE!

Take advantage of early voting... you never know what
could happen to prevent you from voting.

In the 2026 midterm elections, 97 percent of eligible
American voters will be able to cast their ballots before
Election Day. Options to vote early — including in-per-
son early voting and voting by mail — have been shown
to increase turnout, shorten lines at polling places,
strengthen voter confidence, and mitigate the potential
impact of a major disruption on Election Day.

Americans have already shifted toward these voting
options: In the last midterms, nearly half (47 percent) of
all voters cast their ballots early — including two-thirds
(67 percent) of Asian voters and a majority (58 percent)
of Hispanic voters. Approximately one-third of all
voters (32 percent) did so by mail. This reflects a broader
increase in early voting, accelerated by Americans’ reli-
ance on mail ballots during the Covid-19 pandemic, as
well as the adoption of all-mail elections (through which
all eligible voters automatically receive a mail ballot) by
eight states and Washington, DC.

Early voting access continues to grow: In 2026, New
Jersey and Virginia both expanded early voting periods
and, along with Nebraska, made it easier to apply for
and cure mail ballots. It’s part of a larger trend, as many
states have offered more options for early voting in the
last few years. These advancements are being made even
amid the Trump administration’s ongoing attacks on
mail voting, including an executive order that directs the
U.S. Postal Service to withhold eligible voters’ mail bal-
lots; courts have blocked that provision from taking ef-
fect.

As of April 2026, 47 states, the District of Columbia,
Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands offer early
n-person voting to all voters (this includes states with all-
mail elections). Three states—Alabama, Mississippi and
New Hampshire—do not offer early in-person voting,
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https:/ /www. brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/guide-early-
voting#:~:text=In%20the%0202026% 2 0muidterm %2 Oelections %02 C,t
heir%20ballots %02 Obefore %02 0 Election %02 0Day.

Voter Resources:

though they may provide options for eligible absentee
voters.

Here are 10 reasons you should take advantage of this
option. https:/ /www.gallatinmt.gov/380/Elections

1. Someone could come down with the flu and need https://www.voteinmt.org/gallatin

your care. And chicken soup.
2. You could get to the polling place at the last minute
and find out it’s not your polling place anymore.

3. Your Republican governor might declare parking
tickets a felony and you'll lose your voting rights.

4. Flat tires, fender-benders, misplaced car keys, late
bus, dead batteries—the transportation gremlins are
real.

5. The dog could eat your sample ballot.

6. What if Republicans decide to enforce a new voter
ID law that would require you to produce a govern-
ment-issued photo ID, a long-form birth certificate, a
blood sample and a DNA test?

7. There are widespread reports of birds mas-
sing near polling places and Hitchcock-esque
music being heard nearby.

8. Potential power outages could turn getting to
your polling place a nightmare.

9. Once you vote early, the phone calls stop and
no more candidates and volunteers knock on your
door.
10. The election is just too important to leave any
chance that you might not be able to vote.

https:/ /www.congresscountdown.com/how-to-
vote/montana

https:/ /my.lwv.org/montana/voter-resources-
vote411

Gallatin County Election Department

311 W. Main St., RM 210, Bozeman, MT] 59715
October 6 through October 30: 8:00 a.m.—5 p.m.
Monday, November 2: 8 a.m.—12:00 p.m. (noon)
Tuesday, November 3: 7 a.m.—8 p.m

Contact them at

406-582-3060.

Please share this with others who
are able to vote before Novw. 3.
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Sug&ort the cause with dash
of K

Downtown Bozeman will turn PNK for the
entire month of October with pink banners lin-
ing Main Street and window decorations at
many of downtown’s retailers and restaurants.
Participating businesses will offer “PNK
Promotions” with funds going towards local
organizations that provide resources and support
for those in our community affected by cancer.

The American Cancer Society estimates that
more than 950 women in the state of Montana
will be diagnosed with breast cancer in 2026. As
of 2018 in the greater Gallatin Valley, approxi-
mately one fourth of breast cancers were diag-
nosed in women under the age of 50. And,
while not as common, approximately 2,650 men
a year throughout the United States are diag-
nosed with breast cancer.

October was designated as National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month in 1985 to raise

awareness and gain funding for research for a
cure, while elevating education around the
importance of annual/carly screening.

PNKBZN secks to: enhance local mindful-
ness and adherence of following screening
guidelines for breast care; spread awareness on
how to access screenings and diagnostic screen-
ings and other resources; increase the communi-
ty conversation around cancer awareness; and
provide inspirational stories of people in our
community who are living with breast cancer.

Community resources and program informa-
tion is located at
www.downtownbozeman.org/PNKBZN
and www.PinkBozeman.com. A list of PNK
promotions will also be available through the
DBA website. The monthlong event is hosted by
PNKBZN community partners, with inclusions
from other community partners.

Blue Slipper stages coura-

geous tale

Livingston’s Blue Slipper Theatre presents
the next production of its current season with
Seamus Heaney’s The Burial of Thebes,
adapted from the ancient Greek tragedy by
Sophocles. Performances are set for October
2nd—11th. Friday and Saturday shows will
begin at 7:30pm, with Sunday matinees to fol-
low at 3pm. The local production is directed
by Marc Beaudin featuring a local cast.

“Whoever is not for us is against us.” The
sequel to the tragic tale of Oedipus, Antigone
dramatizes the elemental question between
private loyalties and a citizen’s responsibility to
the state as depicted by the conflict between
Antigone, Oedipus’ daughter, and Creon, the

King of Thebes.

Creon has forbidden a proper burial to
Oedipus’s son Polynices, whom he has decreed
a traitor. Antigone openly disobeys Creon’s
command in order to honor the traditions of
her ancestors by burying her brother. Ignoring
the opinion of his confidants, Creon persists in
his harsh punishment of Antigone until it is
too late to avert personal and state tragedy.

Tickets for The Burial of Thebes are $20 or
$15 for students/seniors (plus fees) and are
available at www.blueslipper.org. Seating at
the Blue Slipper, located at 113 E Callender
St, is limited. Please call (406) 222-7720 for

more information. ®

LFS explores ‘desertification’

of Earth

The Livingston Film Series will present the
next in its free screening series with Kiss the
Ground on Thursday, October 8th. The film
begins at 7pm at the Shane Lalani Center for
the Arts.

60 years. That’s about how long we have
until the world’s remaining topsoil is gone.
“What we’re looking at is man-made desertifi-
cation,” said Josh Tickell in his recent keynote
speech at Driving Value Through
Sustainability Across the Supply Chain.
There’s hope, though.

Kiss the Ground, the documentary directed
and produced by Josh and Rebecca Tickell,
with Julian Lennon and Ian Somerhalder as
Executive Producers, explores how this crisis
can be reversed. When we regenerate the

world’s soils, we can stabilize the Earth’s cli-
mate, restore local ecosystems, and create
abundant food supplies. Narrated by Woody
Harrelson, Kiss the Ground is the story of a sim-
ple solution to climate catastrophe that lies
right under our feet.

Continuing its latest season of screening
independent features, documentaries, local films
and vintage classics, doors open at 6:30pm with
screenings to follow at 7pm. Admission is free,
but donations are gratefully accepted.
Concessions available. For more information,
please visit www.theshanecenter.org.

The Livingston Film Series is generously
sponsored by Marilyn Clotz & Mary Ann
Bearden, Donald B. Gimbel and Carol Lalani
in memory of Sal Lalani. ¢

A Haunted Masquerade

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30
6-9p.m.

Whole museum | Age 21+
$30/member, $35/non-member
Registration is required

Step into a world of mystery and
intrigue with an immersive evening
of haunting experiences, tarot and
palm readings, masquerade mask-
making, eerie gallery tours, spooky
planetarium shows, festive drinks,
and Halloween-inspired fun.

SCAN QR CODE
TO REGISTER

museumoftherockies.org | 406.994 2251 | 600 W. Kagy Bivd.

Man, mighty nature coalesce
in Doc premiere

On Thursday, October 8th, at the
Emerson Center for the Arts & Culture, the
Bozeman Doc Series returns for its twelfth sea-
son with the Montana premiere of the award-
winning new documentary, Whispers in the
Woods. The film screens at 7pm.

Three generations of nature lovers set out
to find the western capercaillie amid the
densely wooded and visually spectacular
Vosges, a French mountain range close to the
German border. Award-winning wildlife pho-
tographer and filmmaker Vincent Munier
joins his 12-year-old son and father, environ-
mentalist Michel Munier, on a journey
through the forest in search of the endangered
bird. The film becomes a heartfelt declaration
of Munier’s love for his father, his son and for
wild places, intertwining familial bonds with
the untamed beauty of the natural world.

Following up his acclaimed 2021 feature,
The Velvet Queen, which focused on the elusive
Tibetan Snow Leopard, Whispers in the Woods
explores the connection between man and
nature, weaving in stories passed down
through generations with breathtaking footage

New Montana
launches

The inaugural Bozeman Film Festival
1s set to bring four days of independent cine-
ma, filmmaker conversations, live events and
creative energy to Downtown Bozeman this
month. The event will take place Thursday
through Sunday, October 8th—11th.

Presented by Bozeman Film Society, the
festival marks a new chapter in a local film
tradition that stretches back nearly five
decades, when Montana State University
professors began screening classic and inter-
national films for students. Over the years,
that passion grew into a community-support-
ed commitment to independent and arthouse
cinema, eventually expanding to downtown
with the Ellen and Rialto theaters. Now, the
Bozeman Film Festival expands that legacy
into a full-scale annual celebration under the
banner “A Confluence of Cinematic
Landscapes.”

Across four days, audiences will discover
narrative and documentary features and
shorts, Montana-made films, Indigenous sto-
rytelling, adventure cinema, college produc-
tions and emerging voices from younger film-
makers. Screenings will take place at several
downtown venues, including the historic
Ellen Theatre and Tinworks at Rialto
with additional gathering spaces providing
opportunities to meet filmmakers and fellow
film lovers.

Beyond the screen, the festival features
panels, Q&As, a Western film lecture from

of the animal kingdom and an immersive
score by Warren Ellis.

A box office hit in France and winner of
the illustrious Cesar Award for Best
Documentary, the film features some of the
most beautiful imagery to grace the screen in
recent memory.

“Breathtaking... moves effortlessly between
the humorous and playful to the majestic and
cthereal.” — New Zealand International Film
Festival

“An incredibly immersive film... captures
the magical beauty of nature while also show-
casing its fragility.” — Out Now

“Striking... a dazzling portrait of wilder-
ness... reveals a breathtaking world of sights
and sounds.” — British Film Institute

Doors open at 6:30pm. Tickets are avail-
able at the door or before the show online at
www.bozemandocseries.org, where you
can also buy Season Passes and 7-film punch
cards, learn more about the series, and view
trailers for upcoming films. The season will
continue with screenings twice a month
through April. »

film tradition

historian Andrew Patrick Nelson, live per-
formances, parties and an awards presenta-
tion. Special programs such as “Montana
Through Her Lens,” “Cinema Soundscapes”
and “Reel AI” invite audiences to dig deeper
into the creative process and the changing
landscape of filmmaking:

A particular emphasis is placed on giving
new filmmakers a stage. In partnership with
Montana PBS and Media Mavericks, the fes-
tival includes a dedicated high school student
film category designed to bring the work and
perspectives of young Montana storytellers
before a live audience. Juried awards recog-
nize narrative and documentary features and
shorts, a Made in Montana production, and
other achievements, while audience awards
give moviegoers a direct voice in celebrating
the films they discover.

More than simply a collection of screen-
ings, the Bozeman Film Festival aims to cre-
ate a place where filmmakers, audiences and
the broader community can share stories,
exchange ideas and celebrate the art of cine-
ma. With historic Downtown Bozeman as its
backdrop and the mountains surrounding the
city, the inaugural festival promises to add a
distinctly Montana chapter to the independ-
ent film landscape.

Find ticketing access and additional infor-
mation, including a list of film screenings
and supplemental events, at www.boze-
manfilmfestival.org.
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MADE ™

FAI

190+

ARTISTS

FRIDAY ,
$10 VIP PASS * -
5PM-8 PM -
SATURDAY

$5 EARLY BIRD
9 AM-10 AM

PURCHASE PASSES

BRICK BREEDEN FIELDHOUSE

A MODERN HANDCRAFTED
MARKET

ONLINE OR AT THE DOOR

FREE ENTRY
10 AM-4 PM

PROCEEDS SUPPORT
OPERA MONTANA

HANDMADEMONTANA.COM

ARTWORK BY
MCKENZIEWARD
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Brick extravaganza makes
way for maker

Fundraising Gala benefits
Library programs

Shop creations from hundreds of regional artilits Beetitethe crowds with a $5 Early Bird Pasgooks may be at the heart of our local publicmer reading to author events, educational

annual Bozeman Fall MADE fair at Brick Breetteigain entry from 9-10am on Saturday.
Fieldhouse Proceeds will benefit local nonprofit Opera

The Bozeman Fall MADE fair returns

Montana. Attendees: please bring a non-perLibrary Gala , “Black, White & Read All

library, but a special fundraising event is aboutesources and community gatherings, the
much more than what fills the shelves. The Library continues to expand its role alongs
a growing Bozeman. Funds raised through

this month, with event organizers excited to ishable food item to help support the Gallatirover,” will be held Saturday, October 10th, at Gala help support initiatives that go beyonc

connect artists with the Gallatin Valley com Valley Food Bank.

munity once again. The event will take place  Visit www.handmademontana.com

at Brick Breeden Fieldhouse on Friday and for additional details, access to VIP tickets,

Saturday, October 9th and 10th. Friday is and to pre-shop all of the participating

VIP Night from 5-8pm, with early bird artists.

admission on Saturday at 9am and general The MADE fair is a modern art and

admission from 10am—4pm. handcrafted market featuring local and
Shop and discover a curated collection of regional artists and makers. Events are a

190+ local and regional artists. You can

expect to see everything from affordable, funa handful of non-profits. The MADE fair's

tional works of art to fine heirloom pieces at mission is to increase awareness of handmadeGala highlights include live auction

the show. Make a day of it with your friends goods as an alternative to mass-produced
and enjoy strolling the aisles and supporting items and support local and regional small
your local artists.

Though entry and parking are free to
attendees during the main Saturday event,

their goods.
handMADE Montana provides opportu

curated collection of skilled artisans as well g6rary a gathering place for the entire

5:30pm in MSU’s SUB Ballroom. what public funding can provide, strengthel

Hosted by the Bozeman Library Friends &ing the venue’s ability to serve local residel
Foundation, the event brings the community The evening also serves as a chance fo
together for an evening of food, drinks, enter supporters, community members and frien
tainment and fundraising. The annual cele to come together and celebrate the institu
bration offers an opportunity to enjoy an tion’s impact. As Bozeman continues to
evening out while supporting the programs, change, the Library remains a welcoming
resources and spaces that help make the  place where people can discover somethin
new, connect with others or find a quiet sp:
to read and learn.

Whether you're a longtime Library patro
or appreciate the role libraries play in thrivi
communities, the Gala offers a festive way

community.

with Missy O’Malley, a Book Pull activity
with a chance at gift cards for local

craft businesses by providing a place to sell businesses, the Paddle Raise for the Library, give back while enjoying an evening with fe

and a Big Announcement to be revealed-dur low Bozemanites. It's a celebration of book
ing the event. learning, community — and the enduring ide

those interested in a head start on shopping nities to artists of all levels, from the hobbyist More than a place to check out books, thethat a great library belongs to everyone.

can purchase a $10 Friday VIP Pass for an to the seasoned professional. It has been
exclusive shopping experience from 5-8pm awarded ‘Retailer of the Year’ by the Made
the night before the event opens to the pub in Montana program. ¢

Forum reports on statewide
ballot initiatives

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at
Montana State University will host a Friday
Forum on October 9th to highlighgroposed
statewide initiatives that will appear on
Montanans’ ballots this November. The free,
public event will be held from noon to 1:30pm restored.
online via Zoom. More information on the initiatives and

or local ballot issues. Violation of the act
would mean forfeiting doing business in

Bonnie Lorenzen, president of the League other Montana ballot measures is available oby Tessa Welsch.

of Women Voters of Montana, will present an the Montana Secretary of State website.
overview of three initiatives as part of an

opportunity for Montana residents to engage by additional League of Women Voters mem stumbles through a storm and into a strange

in direct democracy:
— Constitutional Initiative 132 proposes

bers and community leaders, including Jeff
Mangan, former Montana commissioner of

anything of value to candidate elections,-sup
porting or opposing political parties and stateLaunching its new season, Bozeman Actors

Montana, though business privileges could bevill be held October 16th—25th at 406 Cirque.

Library provides opportunities for learning, Learn more about the event and its hos
creativity and connection for people of all  Foundation atvww.supportbozemanli -
ages. From children’s programming and sum brary.org . ©

BAT delivers Bronté with
supernatural twist

Advance tickets fadaunting Jane Egre $35
for general admission or $20 for students. Fin
ticketing access atww.bozemanactorsthe -
atre.org . Tickets available at the door as spa
Friday and Saturday shows begin at 7pm, with allows.

Sunday matinees to follow at 2pm, with direction  Looking ahead, BAT will present holiday p!
ductionAll Is Calm: The Christmas Truce obyl
Peter Rothstein Dec. 4th—13th akttdda Gable

Theatre will present stagings of Heather
Chrisler'sHaunting Jane Eyre. Performances

Haunting Jane Egra reimagining of the

During the forum, Lorenzen will be joined beloved Charlotte Bronté novel. When Jane Eyreby Henrik Ibsen April 2nd-11th. Stay tuned fo

details.
house, she encounters a mysterious young woman Bozeman Actors Theatre is a nonprofit org
and is challenged to explain her story. As Jane’s ization devoted to providing exceptional, thou

amending the Montana Constitution to require political practices, to answer participant questale unfolds, the boundaries between time and provoking and adventurous live theater to the

that judicial elections remain nonpartisan.

— Constitutional Initiative 133, if passed, League of Women Voters is a nonpatrtisan,

tions on the measures as time permits. The place begin to blur, and memory intertwines withcommunity. For more information and to previt

reality. We are drawn into the familiar world of  upcoming productions, please visit the websit

would require impartial, predictable, open and grassroots organization that works to protect Jane Eyre, but this time with a new, unsettling  Follow on Facebook and Instagram for the mc

timely processes for ballot issues, including
approving petitions and ballot statements,
resolving legal challenges and verifying signa
tures. The state would allow ample time for
signature gathering and for voters to withdraw do so online atnontana.edu/olli/offer -
their signatures, in addition to prohibiting €is ings or online via Zoom. Upon registration
qualification of petitions because of minor confirmation, participants will receive an
issues.

— Initiative 194 proposes limiting the pow
ers of artificial persons, which include non

and expand voting rights, ensuring that-citi
zens make informed choices at the ballot.
Participants must register for the Friday

join the forum.

associations and unincorporated associations timely local and regional topics on the-sec

conducting business in Montana. These artifi ond Friday of each month from September

cial powers would not be able to contribute  to May. ¢

Indigenous fashion, spooky
MOR seasonals

Bozeman’s Museum of the Rockies invites théor local youth. TheGrossology Discovery
community to take part in an evening of styleDay is set for Saturday, October 17th with
and recognition. The local venue will host theactivities from noon—4pm.

Indigenous People’s Day Fashion Show Step into a world of scientific wonders

Forum no later than 11am Oct. 9th and can

email with the Zoom link and instructions to

OLLI at MSU is a program of Academic
profits, trusts, partnerships, corporations, tradeOutreach. Friday Forums offer discussions o

perspective. up to date performance announcements. ¢

Anderson plays on campers’
worst nightmare

The eerie days of October leading up to adventure for those who dare to visit. Light:
Halloween offer locals a fun batch of events tavill be ON from 5:30—6:30pm for little ones
celebrate the season before winter blows in. and the faint of heart. Lights will be OFF
For more than two decades, the 8th grade clag®m 7-10pm with plenty of frights!
at Anderson School has scared the residents Admission begins at $10 with fast pass anc
Gallatin Valley at their annual haunted house. line-skipping tickets available. Purchase

On Friday and Saturday, October 23rd andadvance tickets atww.eventbrite.com
24th, the popular horror show returns with This is an annual fundraiser for Andersc
Haunted Camp Cottonwood. This season’s 8th grade class trip to Washington, D.C. an
haunted house will guide participants through New York City. Hot and cold beverage will |
a gory woodsy setting with sinister chills and available for purchase while you wait and fi
thrills. Be prepared to scream at the top of  the courage to entedaunted Camp Cottonw
your lungs! can be found just 5 miles south of Huffine

As in years past, the kids will transform theCottonwood Rd. at Anderson’s Little Red
Little Red Schoolhouse into a terrifyingly fun Schoolhouse. ¢

on Monday, October 12th with doors at 7pm. and meet real scientists from MSU and other

This inaugural event will showcase Angelalocal experts. Pick up your “Grossology
Howe, designer of Choke Cherry Creek, Passport” and embark on a journey to
whose designs celebrate the beauty, strengthobserve thrilling chemistry experiments and
and resilience of her people. She is an get up close with creepy, crawly critters.

your own masquerade mask, receive personabn display beginning Oct. 3rd and into ear
tarot and palm readings, enjoy spooky gallery2026.

tours, and uncover eerie stories and mysteries The traveling exhibit explores the fasci
during captivating talks in Hager Auditorium. ing intersection of pop culture, science ficf

enrolled member of the Apsaalooke (Crow) Embrace the challenge by visiting every gross Guests can also experience a spooky,-celeand technological innovation. From the ga

and Pikuni (Blackfeet) Nations of Montana. station, and if you can stomach it all, a deli
Angela’s work blends traditional Indigenous cious treat awaits!

artistry with modern design, creating fashion
that tells a powerful story of cultural pride
and perseverance.

Also on the runway, fashion designer This event is included with museum admis
Rebekah Jarvey shows her work. Jarvey is ansion. Secure your spot by pre-registering or
esteemed international designer, artisan, simply get your tickets at the door for a
Fashion Show Director and model, proudly  spooktacular time.
representing her Chippewa, Cree, and The local exhibitor has likewise
Blackfeet heritage as an enrolled member of announced the return of spirited seasonal
the Chippewa Cree Tribe. event,“Pour & Gore: A Haunted

After seeing models walk wearing featuredMasquerade” The adults-only event will be
designs, join for a reception that features held Friday, October 30th at 6pm.
brand-new exhibit, “Getting Dressed,” featur
ing fashion from MOR’s collection and local
Indigenous vendors.

party themed around “mad scientists,” ideal

a one-of-a-kind evening designed for grown
ups. This immersive event invites guests to

Later in the month, MOR creeps into the don a mask and explore a variety of hauntingPopnology: Celebrating Pop Culture’s
spooky season with a favorite returning eventexperiences throughout the museum. Create Impact on Science & Technology will be

for unleashing the inner scientist in all ages.

Step into a world of mystery, intrigue, and drink included. Ticketing access may be

tial-themed planetarium show, indulge in ets imagined in classic films to today’s
treats and cash bar drinks, enjoy classic parlogroundbreaking inventions, this immersive

It's the perfect setting for a family costumegames, and themed selfie opportunities in theexhibition reveals how the stories we love

historic 1890 Tinsley House. Whether you’re have inspired the technologies we use eve
drawn by fortune telling, ghostly tales, mas day.
querade elegance or eerie stargazing, this Through hands-on experiences, iconic
atmospheric night promises a blend of mys artifacts, and engaging interactives, visitor
tery, merriment and Halloween fun. all ages will discover how imagination has
Following the event, stay for a screening oshaped, and continues to shape, our futur
The Phantom of the @pétager Auditorium. Whether you're a lifelong science fictior
Admission sold separately. fan, a technology enthusiast, or simply cur
“Pour & Gore” tickets are $30 for mem  ous about the future, Popnology offers a ft
bers and $35 for non-members. Attendees thought-provoking experience that celebra
must be 21+. Costumes encouraged, first  creativity, innovation, and the extraordinary
power of imagination to inspire what's nex
MOR is open from 9am-5pm daily. For
more information about featured exhibits,
membership details and ‘Pour & Gore’ tick
visitwww.museumoftherockies.org . e

found through the event host website.
Also at MOR, current changing exhibit

Tell ’'em, “I Saw It In The BoZone!”
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