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The  
2026  
Summer 
Solstice  
in Montana will occur at 
2:24am June 21. Just before then, the Moon will be in its First Quarter 
phase, with an illumination of  about 50% (half  the scoop). Because it is 
a First Quarter moon, it rises around noon, is high in the sky by sunset, 
and sets around midnight. It is a great time to view lunar craters and 
mountains along the terminator (the dividing line between light and 
dark on the Moon) using binoculars or a telescope. At the time of  the 
Solstice, we will have neither the Moon or the Sun. On the Solstice, the 
Sun reaches its northernmost position, reaching the Tropic of  Cancer 
and standing still before reversing direction and starting to move 
south again. 

https://www.almanac.com/7-facts-about-june-solstice

June 7  
is 
National 
Chocolate  
Ice  
Cream  
Day!  
We really  
do not need  
any more  
excuses  
to eat  
Chocolate 
Ice Cream.  
But, with  
the arrival  
of  summer,  
cooling  
off  with  
a little  
(or a lot)  
of  Chocolate  
Ice Cream  
is only 
natural. 
I’ll  
take 
it!!
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Where did James Comey find the 
"threatening" seashell message 

that got him 
indicted? The former director of the FBI 

posted an Instagram picture 
of "86 47" written in seashells 

while on a walk at a beach. 
           Which beach?  

It could have been Emerald 
Isle, a barrier island town 
along the North Carolina 

coast, last year. 
 –  Jeremy Markovich 

North Carolina 
Rabbit Hole 

journalist, 
May 1, 2026

Panorama at Emerald Isle, North Carolina Adapted from DiscoA340 - Creative Commons Attribution-
Share Alike 4.0 International license. Half-moon Image adapted from Alexa from Pixabay, Cone in Hand 
by pexels-kindelmedia, Chocolate Ice cream adapted from pexels-nick mayer



Get ready for a night of  pure 
magic as Yellowstone Country’s 
Got Talent returns to the Henry E. 
Blake Pavilion for an unforgettable 
evening celebrating the incredible 
talent found throughout our region. 
More than just a competition, this is 
a high-energy showcase of  artistry, 
creativity, and community spirit 
where performers have the opportu-
nity to shine. The event will take 
place Saturday, June 6th, at 4pm. 

Following an incredible turnout 
of  exceptionally talented hopefuls, 
the selection committee has officially 
chosen this year’s semifinalists. From 
gravity-defying aerialists to mind-
bending magicians and dynamic 
performers, this year’s lineup prom-
ises something for everyone. 

The excitement doesn’t stop 
there. Last year’s Grand Champion, 
Meridian, will return for a special 
encore performance and audience-
favorite duo Erika Adams and Kate 
Britton are back as hosts, bringing 
their signature humor and energy to 
the evening. 

Contestants, divided into Youth 
and Adult divisions, will compete 
for the chance to be crowned Grand 
Champion and take home a $1,500 
cash prize! At Yellowstone 
Country’s Got Talent, you’re more 
than just a spectator – you’re part of  
the show. Included with your ticket, 
you will receive a score sheet and 
voting tickets for each division, help-
ing determine this year’s Grand 
Champion. 

“YCGT is about giving regional 
performers a platform to shine while 
bringing our community together 
for a night of  genuine fun,” says 
Erika Adams, Executive Director. 
“The level of  artistry we saw during 
submissions was truly spectacular, 
and we cannot wait for audiences to 
experience these acts live.” 

Don’t miss your chance to be a 
part of  the excitement! Tickets are 
available now and can be purchased 
at www.theshanecenter.org or 
by calling the box office at (406) 
222-1420. This event is made possi-
ble by the generous support of  
Yellowstone Country Montana, 
Inc., Walter & Regina Wunsch – 
SPECTEC TIC, and Carol Lalani 
in memory of  Sal Lalani. •
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Annual talent showcase returns to 
Livingston

Renowned landscape artist displayed 
in paint and words 

The Livingston Depot Museum 
proudly presents the Featured 
Exhibit for 2026: “Absarokas: 
Mountains Defined by Two 
Rivers” from artist and author, Paul 
Waldum. 

“... the Yellowstone to the west 
and the Boulder to the east... 
between those rivers lies a stretch of  
wilderness that has shaped my life.” 
– Paul Waldum 

Waldum’s decades exploring the 
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness 
come to life through oil paintings, 
pastels, field sketches, serigraphs, and 
excerpts from his memoirs. His work 
captures the changing seasons of  the 
backcountry, ascents across the 
rugged Absaroka Range, and time 
spent in the historic mining town of  
Independence. Together these pieces 
reveal both the grandeur of  the land-
scape and the quiet, personal 
moments found within it. The exhi-
bition coincides with the release of  
his autobiographical book, A 
Wilderness Defined by Two Rivers. 

Waldum was born and raised in 
Livingston, where the Yellowstone 
River and the Absaroka and 
Beartooth Ranges formed the foun-

dation of  his lifelong connection to 
the land. As an artist, photographer 
and educator, he spent more than 
forty years teaching art and interdis-
ciplinary studies, including many 
years in Montana State University’s 
Honors College. His work – paint-
ings, pastels, serigraph prints, pho-
tography, and sketches – has been 
consistently inspired by the moun-
tains, rivers, and wilderness of  
Montana. 

His art has been exhibited in 
regional galleries and museums, 
reflecting decades spent exploring 
the landscape between the 
Yellowstone and Boulder Rivers. 
More than forty years later, his work 
continues to reflect those formative 
experiences in the mountains. His 
exhibition at the Depot Museum in 
his hometown brings together paint-
ings, prints and images inspired by 
the same landscape that forms the 
heart of  this story. 

A book release and artist recep-
tion are scheduled for Sunday, June 
13th. Beginning at 5pm at the Depot 
Center, Waldum will present a selec-
tion of  his autobiography followed 
by a public reception of  his work. 

The event is open to the public with 
limited seating and refreshments 
available. 

The historic Livingston Depot 
Center now functions as a railroad 
history museum and community  
cultural hub downtown. The beauti-
fully restored Northern Pacific 
Railroad station, dating back a  
century, is a remarkable exhibit in 
itself. The Depot’s flagship exhibit, 
“Rails Across the Rockies: A  
Century of  People and Places,” pro-
vides captivating insight into 
Montana’s railroad history and the 
grandeur of  train travel. Particularly 
focusing on the Northern Pacific’s 
pivotal role in Yellowstone’s estab-
lishment as America’s first national 
park, the exhibit highlights 
Livingston as the gateway to 
Yellowstone since the 1880s. 

The Depot Museum is open 
Monday through Saturday, 10am–
5pm, through Labor Day. Admission 
is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and 
children 12 or younger. Group rates 
and tours are available upon request. 
Additional information may be 
obtained by visiting www.liv-
ingstondepot.org. •

Yellowstone Ballet Company 
presents The Little Mermaid on 
Thursday, June 18th. The single-
night performance comes to the 
Willson Auditorium at 6:30pm. 
Kathleen Rakela, YBC Artistic 
Director and recipient of  a presti-
gious Montana Arts Council 
Fellowship in the Performing Arts, 
has created an enchanting multi-
media production that will delight 
all ages with magical costumes, 
delightful choreography, and project-
ed ocean images. 

Daniel Parker, former conductor 
of  the Hartford Ballet, composed 
the compelling score interwoven 
with moving narration of  the Hans 
Christian Anderson fairytale (not 
Disney version) by orator Robert 
Worobec. 

The title role of  the “Little 
Mermaid” will be danced by Fiona 
Lee of  the world renown Royal 
Danish Ballet. Ms. Lee started train-

ing at the Yellowstone Ballet 
Academy at age five and danced at 
the school for nine years. She then 
received a full scholarship for the 
School of  American Ballet’s summer 
program in New York City and was 
invited to continue at the school year 
round. She packed her bags, left her 
carefree Montana childhood behind 
and moved to the Big Apple to learn 
the rigorous Balanchine-style ballet 
technique. During the pandemic she 
auditioned for the Royal Danish 
Ballet and was accepted into the 
world famous company. 

The role of  the “Prince” will be 
performed by Marko Micov. Mr. 
Micov began his ballet education at 
the State Ballet School in Skopje 
and was awarded the Special Prize 
at the International Ballet 
Competition. In 2011, Micov 
danced as a guest artist with Croatia 
Ballet in a co-production with the 
Madrid Ballet on an international 

tour in South America. In 2012, he 
was invited by the legendary Gelsey 
Kirkland to join her company, where 
his performances were noticed by 
major publications, including The 
New York Times, Huffington Post and 
Ballet. In 2016, Micov joined Ballet 
San Antonio where he was promot-
ed to Soloist. He then joined 
Milwaukee Ballet and received the 
national award, Menada, for Young 
Artist of  the Year. 

One child goes free with every 
adult ticket purchase and all children 
receive a free seashell. After the per-
formance, parents may take pictures 
of  their child with Fiona Lee. The 
company will supply various cos-
tumes such as Little Nemo, jelly fish, 
gold fish and a starfish. 

Reserved seating tickets for The 
Little Mermaid range $30–$80. Please 
do not purchase tickets from third 
parties who charge more than our 
box office prices and may sell seats 
that do not exist. Real priced tickets 
can only be purchased online at 
www.YellowstoneBallet.info or 
at the door, as availability allows. For 
more information or group rates, 
email 
yellowstoneballetco@gmail.com. •

Join for a public Juneteenth 
Celebration at Tinworks Art on 
Saturday, June 19th, in collaboration 
with Cultured Roots, MSU Black 
Student Union, MSU Student 
Commons, Bozeman Poetry 
Collective, and Studio Wheelhouse. 

Meet your neighbors, learn about 
this holiday honoring Black free-
dom, resilience and community, and 
enjoy some art! This event will fea-
ture live music, food, storytelling, 
and community resources. Eats from 
Provecho will be available for pur-
chase at the event. A limited number 
of  meal vouchers are available for 
community members in need, and 
can be picked up at Cultured Roots, 
VIP Barber Lounge, and MSU 
Student Commons (students only). 
Contact these groups for more infor-
mation. 

Attendees are also encouraged to 

view Tinworks’ new free art exhibi-
tion entitled Chisel & Razor: The 
Artistic Legacies of  Edmonia & Samuel 
Lewis. This show features newly 
commissioned work by Edgar 
Arceneaux as well as Terry Adkins, 
Sonya Clark, Maud Sulter, and Nate 
Young in response to the lives of  
Edmonia Lewis, the first internation-
ally acclaimed Black and 
Anishinaabe sculptor, and that of  
her brother, Samuel W. Lewis – an 
early Bozeman-based citizen, per-
former, entrepreneur, barber, and 
community leader who was central 
to Edmonia’s success. 

Tinworks is the place where art 
meets the American West. The proj-
ect brings together artists, their work 
and community in evolving spaces. 
Located at 719 N Ida, more infor-
mation can be found at www.tin-
worksart.org. •

Art & culture-filled strolls return 

Celebrate Juneteenth 
with Tinworks

The extended days of  summer 
bring the return of  two community-
favorite event series, allowing art 
lovers and casual strollers to experi-
ence the work of  the area’s most cre-

ative. The Downtown Bozeman 
Association, in collaboration with 
downtown art galleries and retailers, 
is proud to present this summer’s 
DTN BZN Art Walks. The Art 

Walks occur on the second Friday of  
the month from 6–8pm, beginning 
June 12th and running through Sept. 
11th. 

Participating businesses and gal-
leries will feature artists’ openings 
and receptions during the event and 
often provide complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres and refreshments. Local 
musicians will also perform down-
town and at the Emerson. Art Walk 
maps are available at www.down-
townbozeman.org and through 
event hosts. The Art Walks are 
FREE, open to the public, and will 
go on rain or shine. 

Park County-dwellers also have 
an opportunity to tour downtown 
galleries with monthly Livingston 
Art Walks. Part gallery tour and 
part social gathering, the opening 
event for 2026 is set for Friday, June 
26th at 5:30pm. An eclectic array of  
locals, out-of-towners, and other art 
enthusiasts arrive in hordes to check 
out what artistic creations are on dis-
play. Livingston Art Walks are held 
the fourth Friday of  every month 
from 5:30–8:30pm. Additional 
events are scheduled through Sept. 
25th. Find the Livingston Gallery 
Association on Facebook or visit 
www.livingston-chamber.com 
for further information. •

MSIP announces 54th 
summer tour
by Frankie Beer, MSU News Service 

Each year, Tom Watson watches 
his scenic designs come to life 
onstage before they are broken down 
again and again. Sixty-four times, to 
be exact. 

Small wooden pieces and loose 
wing nuts are tucked into the van of  
traveling acting troupe Montana 
Shakespeare in the Parks, only to be 
rebuilt by actors themselves at the 
next stop on their western route 
across 64 rural communities. As part 
of  an outreach program in Montana 
State University’s College of  Arts 
and Architecture, they are on a 
quest to bring free, quality perform-
ances to audiences who might not 
otherwise experience theater of  this 
magnitude. 

“There’s this sort of  rush of  
excitement and pride, I suppose. 
And that never goes away,” said 
Watson, the program’s resident sce-
nic designer and a film professor at 
MSU. 

This year is no different. 
Montana Shakespeare in the Parks’ 
summer productions will kick off  in 
June at MSU’s Duck Pond along 
South 11th Avenue. Performers will 
bring playwright William 
Shakespeare’s The Merchant of 
Venice to the stage June 10th–13th, 
while Much Ado About Nothing 
will be performed June 17th–20th. 
The program will return to 
Bozeman for its final performance of  
The Merchant of  Venice on Sept. 8 at 
Grant Chamberlain Park on the 
MSU campus. In all this summer, it 
will offer free performances in 64 
communities across five states: 
Montana, Idaho, North Dakota, 
Washington and Wyoming. The full 
tour schedule can be found on 
MSIP’s website. 

MSIP, now in its 54th year, is one 
of  the largest and oldest 
Shakespeare companies in the U.S. 
It has become an artistic home for 
creatives across the country and a 
beloved fixture of  the Mountain 
West, said executive artistic director 
Kevin Asselin. Audience members of  
all ages return each year with blan-
kets and picnic baskets to watch the 
outdoor performances as a commu-
nity. 

“Our audiences are excited about 
Shakespeare in the Parks, and they 
have been instrumental in helping 
sustain us for 54 years,” he said. 
“The company belongs to them.” 

This year’s productions contrast 
themes of  justice and mercy, explor-
ing how humans behave when they 
are “thrown off  of  the compass” of  
what they believe in, Asselin said. 

Much Ado About Nothing, directed 
by Johamy Morales, is a romantic 
comedy set in Messina, Italy, after 
World War I and follows two cou-
ples: one – Beatrice and Benedick – 
tricked into confessing their feelings 
for each other, and the other – Hero 
and Claudio – confronting a disas-
trous misunderstanding ahead of  
their wedding. 

The Merchant of  Venice, directed by 
Asselin, features courtroom drama 
and romance through the characters 
of  Antonio, who enters a dangerous 
agreement with moneylender 
Shylock; Bassanio, who seeks heiress 
Portia’s hand in marriage; and 
Jessica, who leaves her father’s house 
in hopes of  finding love and free-
dom. 

As a scenic designer for The 
Merchant of  Venice, Watson will trans-
port audience members to 20th cen-
tury Italy with limestone-like materi-
als. The stage helps tell each produc-
tion’s story, almost like its own 
Shakespearean character dressed in 
the “costume” of  scenic design, 
Watson said. His ideas begin as 
sketches covered in director’s notes 
before transforming into a massive 
structure built in MSU’s Black Box 
Theater workshop. Witnessing the 
end result never grows old for 
Watson, despite spending nearly 28 
years with MSIP and, at the same 
time, instructing production design 
students at MSU. 

“I can imagine a lot of  jobs 
where you do it for 30 years, and it 
could feel like the same dang thing, 
but because it’s a different show each 
year and it’s a different problem to 
solve, it keeps it exciting,” Watson 
said. 

The way MSIP continuously 
reimagines Shakespeare feels bound-
less, said Gabbay Madu, who will 
star as Beatrice in Much Ado About 
Nothing and Salania in The Merchant of
Venice. The directors stay true to 
Shakespeare’s intent but break the 
mold when it comes to artistic direc-
tion and involving actors of  all gen-
ders and ethnicities. 

“It’s the essence of  what I think 
theater is and should be,” said 
Madu, who is originally from 
Montego Bay, Jamaica, and is pursu-
ing her master’s degree in fine arts 
from the University of  Arkansas. 
“You’re giving and creating the 
opportunity for people to not only 
experience something that’s wonder-
ful and beautiful and moving, but 
you’re giving them the opportunity 
to do it with a larger group of  peo-
ple, whether those people are friends 
or family or a group of  strangers.” •

Fiona Lee stars as The Little Mermaid  
with YBC under the sea
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Bozeman Film Society continues 
its latest season with a screening of  
indie drama, Tuner. The event will 
be held at Downtown Bozeman’s 
Ellen Theatre on Friday, June 12th. 
The film begins at 7:30pm. 

Academy Award-winning direc-
tor Daniel Roher’s first narrative 
feature stars Leo Woodall as a gifted 
young piano tuner whose height-
ened sense of  hearing draws the 
attention of  criminals, who see his 
talents as useful for opening safes as 
well as for tuning Steinways. With 
his once-promising musical career 
over, he works across New York 
with his mentor Harry Horowitz 
(Academy Award-winner Dustin 
Hoffman), encountering a range of  
characters, including composition 
student Ruthie (Havana Rose Liu), 
with whom he forges an unexpected 
connection. Niki’s safecracking work 
threatens his budding romance with 
Ruthie and pulls him into increas-
ingly dangerous territory. Rated R, 
the film runs 109 minutes. 

“Academy Award-winning docu-
mentarian Daniel Roher cracks into 
the world of  narrative features with 
this simple, sympathetic crime 
drama, unlocking a sensory experi-
ence for viewers.” – Common Sense 
Media 

Following on Friday, June 26th, 
colorful satirical tale I Love 
Boosters screens at The Rialto. 
The film begins at 7:30pm. 

Director Boots Riley delivers a 
wildly inventive, fashion-fueled 
satire set in a surreal Bay Area 
where a fearless crew of  shoplifters 
turns “boosting” into an act of  
rebellion. Led by Corvette (Keke 
Palmer), the group steals luxury 
goods from an industry built on 
excess and resells them back to the 
community, challenging the power 
structures behind fast fashion and 
exclusivity. Packed with razor-sharp 
social commentary, bold visuals, 
and Riley’s signature absurdist 
humor, I Love Boosters is a rebellious 
cinematic joyride about friendship, 

resistance and reclaiming power 
from the systems designed to keep 
people out. Rated R, the film runs 
115 minutes. 

“Buffeted by both an incredible 
cast and crew, I Love Boosters is an 
unexpected celebration of  friend-
ship, community, and solidarity.” – 
Dallas Observer 

Also announced, the inaugural 
Bozeman Film Festival is com-
ing to the screens of  downtown this 
fall. The series is set for October 
8th–11th and will feature four days 
of  film, conversation and communi-
ty. Visit the event website for addi-
tional information and ticketing 
access. Stay tuned for details. 

Tuner and I Love Boosters screen 
June 12th and 26th at The Ellen 
and The Rialto, respectively. Wine, 
beer and concessions will be avail-
able prior to the events. Find ticket-
ing access and learn more about the 
current season at www.bozeman-
filmsociety.org – and Keep ‘Em 
Flickering! •

Emerson features photo, versatile 
arrays

BFS- indie crime and fashion satire Livingston locals’ kick 
off summer tradition

Weekly summer tradition returns to 
Miles Band Shell Park with local ven-
dors, live music, themed events and family 
friendly fun every Wednesday evening 

The Livingston Farmers 
Market returns for its 24th season 
on Wednesday, June 3rd, bringing 
sixteen weeks of  fresh local food, 
live music, artisan vendors, com-
munity events and summer celebra-
tion to Miles Band Shell Park. 

Held every Wednesday from 
4:30–7:30pm through September 
16th, the Market has become a 
cherished summer tradition in 
Livingston – a place where neigh-
bors gather, visitors experience the 
spirit of  the Yellowstone Valley, 
with local farmers, ranchers, food 
producers, artists and musicians 
coming together each week. 

Visitors can shop for locally 
grown vegetables, meats, baked 
goods, flowers, handcrafted items, 
prepared foods, and local craft beer 
while enjoying live music along the 
banks of  the Yellowstone River. 

“The Livingston Farmers 
Market is one of  the highlights of  
summer in our community,” said 
Shannan Mascari, Market 
Manager. “It’s more than just a 
place to shop – it’s a weekly gather-
ing that celebrates local food, local 
talent, and the connections that 
make Livingston special.” 

Each Market evening features 
live local music and themed com-
munity events that help make 
Wednesday nights at Miles Band 
Shell Park feel like a true summer 
celebration. 

2026 Music & Events Lineup 
– June 3rd: Summer Kick Off, 

Patrick B Ray 
– June 10th: Paul Lee Kupfer, 

Yellowstone Ballet performance at 
6pm 

– June 17th: National Eat Your 
Vegetables Day, Derek Ivester & 
Porch 

– June 24th: Benny Bassett 
– July 1st: Give a Hoot Day, 

Cindy Hicks & Highway 89 
– July 8th: Christmas in July, Edis 

Kittrell & Friends 
– July 15th: The T Posts 
– July 22nd: Healthy Soils Day, 

Riparia 
– July 29th: Wes Urbaniak 
– August 5th: Art at the Market 

Day, Benson’s Landing String Band 
– August 12th: Eat Local Day, 

Tessy Lou Williams 
– August 19th: Bad Neighbor 
– August 26th: Shelly 

Kersbergen & Tony Polecastro 
– September 2nd: Community 

Health Day, The Boomerangs 
– September 9th: JL Wilkins – 

All by My Lonesome 
– September 16th: Last Market, 

Tamela the Band 
River Drive will be closed to 

vehicle traffic during Market hours 
each Wednesday, from Yellowstone 
Street to the Civic Center parking 
lot, to allow for Market parking 
and pedestrian safety. Additional 
parking is available at Park High 
School, just a short walk away. 
Volunteers will be on hand to assist 
with traffic flow. Please note that 
dogs are not permitted in the park 
during Market hours. 

The Livingston Farmers Market 
is made possible through the gener-
ous support of  local businesses, 
organizations, and community 
partners who believe in strengthen-
ing local agriculture, small busi-
nesses, and community connection. 

Special thanks to the Livingston 
Tourism Business Improvement 
District for its generous tourism 
grant support; Presenting Sponsor, 
July Hardesty with Edward Jones; 
Ranch Sponsor, Bloom Montana; 
and Exclusive Music Sponsors, 
Fairfield Inn & Suites and Home2 
Suites by Hilton. 

Event organizers are also deeply 
grateful to Acres Sponsors – 
American Bank, Bank of  the 
Rockies, Colmey Veterinary 
Hospital, Eyecare Professionals, 
Kenyon Noble, Montana 
Sanitation, Northern Yellowstone 
Open Lands, Park County 
Community Foundation, Sibanye 
Stillwater, Sky Federal Credit 
Union, and The Spur Line – as 
well as Sprout Sponsors – High 
Country Custom LLC, Livingston 
Ace Hardware, Livingston Dental 
Care, Mountain Glow Yoga, N2C 
Farms LLC, the Park County 
Community Journal, the Park County 
Health Department, and SJ 
Bookkeeping. 

Heartfelt thanks also go to 
Community Partners – the Park 
County Environmental Council, 
Happy Trash Can Composting, 
and Mission Park – along with the 
many vendors, volunteers, musi-
cians, and community members 
who help make the Market such a 
vibrant part of  summer in 
Livingston. 

For the full music and events 
calendar, vendor information, 
sponsorship opportunities, and sea-
son updates, visit 
www.Livingston 
FarmersMarket.org. •

Five actors take on 100+ 
roles for Blue Slipper

Livingston’s Blue Slipper 
Theatre presents the next produc-
tion of  its latest season with Patrick 
Barlow’s The 39 Steps, adapted 
from the novel by John Buchan. 
Performances are set for June 12th–
28th. Friday and Saturday shows 
will begin at 7:30pm, with Sunday 
matinees to follow at 3pm. The 
local production is directed by 
Katie Mangett. 

The Tony Award-winning stage 
adaptation of  The 39 Steps, adapted 
by Patrick Barlow from the novel by 
John Buchan and inspired by Alfred 
Hitchcock’s classic film, is a whirl-
wind theatrical comedy packed with 
espionage, intrigue and inventive 
stagecraft. The story follows the 
dashing but ordinary Richard 
Hannay as he becomes entangled in 
a dangerous international conspira-
cy, racing across the countryside to 

clear his name while evading spies, 
police and mysterious assassins. 

Performed by a remarkably 
small cast portraying numerous 
characters, The 39 Steps combines 
rapid-fire costume changes, physical 
comedy and clever theatrical illu-
sion to create a fast-paced and 
delightfully absurd adventure. 
Equal parts suspense thriller and 
affectionate parody, the production 
delivers nonstop laughs while pay-
ing tribute to the iconic mystery 
and style of  Hitchcock-era story-
telling. 

Tickets for The 39 Steps are  
$20 or $15 for students/seniors 
(plus fees) and are available at 
www.blueslipper.org. Seating a 
t the Blue Slipper, located at 113  
E Callender St, is limited. Please 
call (406) 222-7720 for more  
information. •
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MOR benefit features Western revelry 
Experience the magic of  early 

summer at MOR’s Taste of  the 
Rockies, one of  Bozeman’s premier 
benefit events. The event will be held 
on Friday, June 26th, beginning at 
5:30pm. The evening is exclusive to 
those 21+ with resort casual or 
Western attire encouraged. 

This beloved summer celebration 
brings together the best flavors, 
music, and spirit of  the West, all set 
against the breathtaking backdrop of  
the Northern Rockies. Whether 
you’re a longtime supporter or a 
first-time guest, Taste of  the Rockies 
is where community, culture, and a 
little cowboy flair come together for 
one lively night. 

This year’s event features live 
music from Clint Anderson & the 
Montana Gazette, delivering toe-tap-
ping country favorites and high-ener-
gy Western sound. Ready to hit the 

dance floor? Western Roots will be 
leading line dancing lessons that’ll 
have everyone – from beginners to 
boot-scootin’ pros – joining in. 

Stroll the grounds and savor deli-
cious local bites from in and around 
Bozeman, alongside crowd-favorite 
food trucks serving up everything 
from savory to sweet. Try your hand 
at roping for a true Western experi-
ence, create your own handcrafted 
bouquet to take home, or sit for a 
custom keepsake from MOR’s cari-
cature artist. 

Come hungry. Come ready to 
dance. Come ready to celebrate the 
spirit of  the West. Tickets are avail-
able now for a member price of  $60 
with VIP admission available. Find 
additional event details through the 
Museum website. 

As part of  the festivities, take in 
MOR’s seasonal Living History 

Farm. The immersive exhibit invites 
museum-goers to experience what 
life was like in the Treasure State 
more than 100 years ago. 

In 1989, the Tinsley House was 
relocated to Museum, bringing with 
it the history of  Montana’s home-
steading era. Skilled costumed inter-
preters will take you back in time as 
they cook over a wood-burning stove, 
demonstrate cooking skills and 
recipes from the 1890s, tend to the 
Heirloom Garden, and forge iron in 
the blacksmith’s shop. Take time this 
summer to enjoy the beautiful sights 
of  the garden, the smells of  home 
cooking, and the history of  a time 
gone by that lives on today. 

MOR is open from 9am–5pm 
daily. For ‘Taste of  the Rockies’ tick-
eting access and details about other 
museum happenings, visit 
www.museumoftherockies.org. •

The Emerson Center for the Arts 
& Culture is pleased to host its 
newest shows featuring emerging 
artists from our community. 

Montana photographer 
Christopher Campbell showcases 
Caldera in the Weaver Room 
gallery. A selection from a much 
larger series, he comes up with proj-
ects or series as he works, not the 
other way around. He discovers his 
intention through the photographs. 

“My method is slow, but once 
moving through the land I work 
assuredly and intuitively, I find there 
is little equivocation over what to 
photograph. I question little when 
moved to expose a sheet of  film. 
The questions come after,” his artist 
statement reads. “I believe there are 
always far more questions than 
answers. The heavy lifting, after I 

put a photograph out into the world, 
is up to the viewer. If  I have done 
my job the weight should be man-
ageable in its own way by anyone 
willing or able to take the time.” 

Montana-based artist Kirsten 
Kainz unveils Mutual in the Lobby, 
Galleria Hall and Jessie Wilber gal-
leries. The new exhibition invites 
visitors into a vivid and thought-pro-
voking exploration of  our intercon-
nected relationship with the natural 
world. 

Kainz channels her enduring fas-
cination with nature into a dynamic 
range of  work, including bejeweled 
sculptural pieces, collage, and a 
striking “hall of  heads” installation 
in the Lobby Gallery. In Galleria 
Hall, a powerful large-scale polar 
bear set within an arctic environ-
ment anchors the pop-up space, 

offering a poignant reflection on 
fragility, adaptation, and survival in 
a changing world. 

Using unexpected, everyday 
materials, Kainz creates sculptural 
creatures that invite viewers into a 
more personal and emotional con-
nection with the living world. Her 
work suggests that we are inherently 
wired to respond to beauty and that 
losing sight of  it can have profound 
consequences. 

Both exhibits are open the pub-
lic, on display through June 30th. 
For gallery hours and more informa-
tion, please visit www.theemer-
son.org. Located at 111 S Grand 
Ave., the Emerson Center for the 
Arts & Culture serves as a primary 
resource for the arts, arts education, 
and cultural activities in Southwest 
Montana. •

‘Best of Bozeman’ to begin annual tally
The Bozeman area has experi-

enced tremendous growth in recent 
years, bringing with it an expanded 
business community and an influx of  
new residents eager to embrace the 
lifestyle of  the Gallatin Valley. While 
many of  the region’s new housing 
developments remain out of  reach 
for the average local, there are still 
countless ways to enjoy the valley’s 
laid-back mountain culture without 
overspending. 

Whether attending the latest 
stage production or live concert, 
savoring the area’s outstanding food 
and drink scene, supporting local 
shops and service providers, or 
exploring the endless outdoor recre-
ation that surrounds us, there are no 
shortage of  reasons to celebrate 
everything our community has to 
offer. 

Now is the time to come together 
once again to recognize the busi-
nesses, event organizers, outdoor 
destinations, and local experiences 
that help define Bozeman and 
beyond. Every vote matters in this 
annual celebration of  the people, 
places and activities that make the 
region such a vibrant place to live, 
work and recreate. 

Beginning July 1st, the polls will 
open for the 25th Annual Best of  
Bozeman. The friendly local com-
petition is the original celebration of  
everything we love about our town 
and its  seemingly infinite offerings. 
And while The BoZone sponsors the 
poll every year, it’s each voter who 
decide the winners in each category. 
This is an opportunity for Southwest 
Montanans of  all ages to have their 
say in the crowning of  area estab-
lishments, whether first-time winners 
or defending champs. 

This year’s voting will again con-
sist of  a multiple choice format, dis-
playing area favorites from previous 

surveys and the option to add a 
choice not listed. While there are 
many categories to represent our 
area’s finest, voters can decide the 
winners of  as many or as few titles 
as they please. 

Make it a point to give recogni-
tion to your favorite food and bever-
age venues, service industries, live 
entertainers, small businesses, non-

profits, other local destinations, and 
so much more. Continuing the tradi-
tion, it’s up to each and every one of  
you to acknowledge Bozeman’s 
crème de la crème. Log on to 
www.bestofbozeman.com to 
peruse the complete list of  last year’s 
winners and to make your picks. The 
2026 Best of  Bozeman voting window is 
July 1st through August 15th. •


