The Betsy Ross flag is
named after the secamstress
who is said to have sewn the
first American flag in 1776 at
the request of George Wash-
ington. Its design—featuring
13 stars arranged in a circle——
symbolizes the unity of the
original 13 colonies, each star
representing one of the col-
onies that fought for independ-
ence from Britain.

The 13 colonies flag doesn’t
just represent the founding of
the United States; it symbolizes
the core principles that Amer-
ica stands for. The decision to
arrange the stars in a circle
conveys the idea of equality,
unity, and cooperation among
the colonies, all of which
came together in pursuit of a
shared goal—freedom from
British rule.
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The Betsy Ross flag reminds
us that the United States|was
built on the idea that individual
rights must be protected above
all else. This is a value we at
Gates Flag strive to uphold
through every product and serv-
ice that we offer. Our company
1s structured to empower indi-
viduals, helping them express
their loves, while embodying
the principles of liberty and
mdependence that this flag
represents.

gatesflag.com/

Although the Second Con-
tinental Congress made its de-
cree for freedom on July 2,
1776, no one signed the Decla-
ration of Independence. Con-
gress did sign the Lee
Resolution, named for Virgin-
ian Richard Henry Lee, on July
2. This resolution contained

The Betsy Ross flag

three parts: separation from the
British Crown, a call to form
foreign alliances, and a plan for
confederation. Congress for-
mally adopted the Declaration
of Independence two days
later, July 4, 1776, and the
alarm for freedom was sounded
at Independence Hall with the
Liberty Bell. Americans re-
joiced as word spread through-
out the newly declared
independent states. Although
independence had been de-
clared, delegates of the Con-
tinental Congress had not yet
inked their signatures onto the
document. On August 2, 1776,
when most delegates signed the
Declaration of Independence,
it became official.
nps.gov/
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In Congress, July 4, 1776

T he unanimous Declaration of the thir-
leen united States of America, When in
the Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the

| polatical bands which have connected
them with another; and to assume among
the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Na-
ture and of Nature's God entitle them, a
decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the
causes which umpel them to the sep-
aration.

We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with cerlain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberly and the pursuit of Happr-
ness.—1 hat to secure these rights, Goo-
ernments are instituted among Men,
derwving their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed, --That whenever
any Form of Government becomes de-
structie of these ends, 1t is the Right of
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to
wnstitute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organ-
1zing ils powers in such_form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happriness. Prudence, indeed,
will dictate that Governments long estab-
lished should not be changed for light and
transient causes; and accordingly all ex-
| perience hath shewn, that mankind are
more disposed lo sufjer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invari-
ably the same Object evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it
is their right, it s their duty, to throw off
such Government, and to provide new
Guards for thewr future security.—Such
has been the patient sufferance of these
Colonies; and such is now the necessity
which constrains them lo aller ther
former Systems of Government. T he his-
lory of the present King of Great Britain
is a hustory of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object
the establishment of an absolute Tyr-
anny over these States. To prove this, let
Facts be submatted to a candid world.
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the
most wholesome and necessary for the

| public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass
Laws of immediate and pressing impor-
tance, unless suspended in their operation
1l hus Assent should be obtained; and
when so suspended, he has utterly neg-
lected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for
the accommodation of large districts of

| people, unless those people would relin-
quish the right of  Representation in the
Legislature, a right inestimable to them
and formudable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies
at places unusual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the depository of their pub-
7 g lic Records, for the sole purpose of fati-
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guing them into compliance with his
measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses
repeatedly, for opposing with manly

Jirmmness his invastons on the rights of
the people.

He has refused for a long time, afler such
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected;
whereby the Legislative powers, inca-
pable of Annitulation, have returned to
the People at large for their exercise; the
State remaining in the mean time exposed
to all the dangers of invasion from with-
out, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the pop-
ulation of these States; for that purpose
obstructing the Laws for Naturalization
of Loregners; refusing to pass others to
encourage thewr migrations hither; and
raising the conditions of new Appropria-
tions of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws

Jor establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made fudges dependent on his
Wall alone, for the tenure of their offices,
and the amount and payment of their
salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Of-

fices, and sent huther swarms of Officers
lo harrass our people, and eat out their
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace,
Standing Armies without the Consent of
our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military
independent of and superior to the Civil
power.

He has combined with others to subject
us to a junisdiction foreign to our consti-
lution, and unacknowledged by our laws;
guing hus Assent to their Acts of pre-
lended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed
troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial,

from punishment for any Murders which
they should commut on the Inhabitants of
these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts
of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our
Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the
benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be
tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English
Laws in a newghbouring Province, estab-
lishing therein an Arbitrary government,
and enlarging its Boundanes so as to
render it at once an example and fit in-
strument_for introducing the same abso-
lute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charlers, abolishing
our most valuable Laws, and altering

Jundamentally the Forms of our Govern-
ments:

For suspending our own Legislatures,
and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases
whatsoever

He has abdicated Government here, by
declaring us out of his Protection and

>

Declaration of Independence

waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed
the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large
Armues of foreign Mercenanies to com-
Ppleat the works of death, desolation and
tyranny, already begun with circum-
stances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely
paralleled in the most barbarous ages,
and totally unworthy the Head of a civ-
wlized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens
laken Captive on the high Seas to bear
Arms against therr Country, to become
the executioners of their friends and Bre-
thren, or to_fall themselves by their
Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections
amongst us, and has endeavoured to
bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers,
the merciless Indian Savages, whose
known rule of warfare, is an undistin-
guashed destruction of all ages, sexes and
conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We
have Petitioned for Redress i the most
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions
have been answered only by repeated in-
Jqury. A Prince, whose character us thus
marked by every act which may define a
Tyrant, ts unfit to be the ruler of a free
people.

Nor have We been wanting in atlentions
lo our Brittish brethren. We have warned
them from time to time of atlempts by
thewr legislature to extend an unwarrant-
able jurisdiction over us. We have re-
manded them of the circumstances of our
emigration and settlement here. We have
appealed lo their nate justice and mag-
nanimity, and we have conjured them by
the ties of our common kindred to dis-
avow these usurpations, which, would
wnevitably interrupt our connections and
correspondence. They too have been deaf
to the vowe of justice and of consanguin-
iy, We must, therefore, acquaesce in the
necessity, which denounces our Sep-
aration, and hold them, as we hold the
rest of mankind, Enemies in Wa;
Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of
the united States of America, in Gen-
eral Congress, Assembled, appealing
to the Supreme Judge of the world for
the rectitude of our intentions, do, in
the Name, and by Authority of the
good People of these Colones, sol-
emnly publish and declare, That these
United Colonzes are, and of Right
ought to be Free and Independent
States; that they are Absolved from all
Allegiance to the British Grown, and
that all political connection belween
them and the State of Great Britain,
is and ought to be totally dissolved;
and that as Free and Independent
States, they have full Power lo levy
Was; conclude Peace, contract Alli-
ances, establish Commerce, and to do
all other Acts and Things which In-
dependent States may of right do. And
Jor the support of this Declaration,
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‘BoB’ turns 25 - voting now open!

The Bozeman area has experi-
enced tremendous growth in recent
years, bringing with it an expanded
business community and an influx of
new residents eager to embrace the
lifestyle of the Gallatin Valley. While
many of the region’s new housing
developments remain out of reach for
the average local, there are still
countless ways to enjoy the valley’s
laid-back mountain culture without
overspending

Whether attending the latest stage
production or live concert, savoring
the area’s outstanding food and drink
scene, supporting local shops and
service providers, or exploring the
endless outdoor recreation that sur-
rounds us, there are no shortage of
reasons to celebrate everything our
community has to offer.

Now is the time to come together

once again to recognize the business-
es, event organizers, outdoor destina-
tions, and local experiences that help
define Bozeman and beyond. Every
vote matters in this annual celebra-
tion of the people, places and activi-
ties that make the region such a
vibrant place to live, work and
recreate.

The polls are now open for the
25th Annual Best of Bozeman.
The friendly local competition is the
original celebration of everything we
love about our town and its seemingly
infinite offerings. And while The
Bolone sponsors the poll every year,
it’s each voter who decide the winners
in each category. This is an opportu-
nity for Southwest Montanans of all
ages to have their say in the crowning
of area establishments, whether first-
time winners or defending champs.

This year’s voting again consists of

a multiple choice format, displaying
area favorites from previous surveys
and the option to add a choice not
listed. While there are many cate-
gories to represent our area’s finest,
voters can decide the winners of as
many or as few titles as they please.

Make it a point to give recogni-
tion to your favorite food and bever-
age venues, service industries, live
entertainers, small businesses, non-
profits, other local destinations, and
so much more. Continuing the tradi-
tion, it’s up to each and every one of
you to acknowledge Bozeman’s créme
de la creme. Log on to www.bestof-
bozeman.com to peruse the com-
plete list of last year’s winners and to
make your picks. The 2026 Best of
Bozeman voting window s July 1st through
August 15th.

Laughs pour over with irreverent

Follies

The laughs have returned to
Virginia City’s historic H.S. Gilbert
Brewery as a reprieve from the
summer sun. Another summer sea-
son of jokes and hijinks is underway
with the Brewery Follies whose
weekly performances are aplenty.
Show time is 8pm on Friday and
Saturday, with additional weekend
matinees at 4pm on Saturday and
Sunday.

Performed in a building dating
back to 1863, Montana’s first brew-
ery, the long-running summer tradi-
tion blends the charm of a pre-
served Old West setting with the
energy of a modern cabaret. Since
its founding in 1984, the Follies has
become a cornerstone of the town’s
entertainment scene, offering visi-
tors a uniquely immersive experi-
ence where history and humor col-

At its core, the Brewery Follies is
a fast-paced musical revue packed
with comedy sketches, song paro-
dies, and sharp satire. The perform-
ers deliver a constantly evolving
show that pokes fun at current
events, politics, and everyday life,
often through exaggerated charac-
ters and clever impersonations.
Equal parts vaudeville, burlesque,
and sketch comedy, the production
thrives on its irreverent tone — fre-
quently pushing boundaries with
double entendre and tongue-in-
cheek humor while keeping audi-
ences laughing from start to finish.

While the setting may evoke a
quaint frontier town, the humor is
decidedly modern... and not always
family friendly. Known for its bold,
sometimes risqué style, the Brewery
Tollies embraces a “no topic is off-

limits” philosophy that appeals to
adult audiences looking for some-
thing a little edgier. Paired with
local Montana brews and the con-
vivial spirit of a shared live per-
formance, the show has earned a
reputation as a must-see summer
attraction, one that leaves audiences
entertained, surprised, and often
laughing long after the curtain falls.
The Brewery Follies” 2026 Season
runs through September 12th. Showtime
is at 8pm, Friday and Saturday, with
4pm matinees on Saturday and
Sunday afternoons. Reservations
are required with online ticketing
access at
www.breweryfollies.net or by
calling (800) 829-2969, ext. 3. This
comedy show will keep you talking
for days! Due to mature content,
parental guidance is suggested. ®

Depot goes Fourth with annual

arts fest

Independence Day has arrived
and with it the Livingston Depot’s
38th annual Festival of the Arts
July 2nd—4th. Festival hours are from
10am to 6pm on Wednesday and
Thursday, and from 10am to 5pm on
Friday, the Fourth of July.

The Festival of the Arts showcases
fine artists, artisans, and handcrafters
from Montana and the western
region into the three-day juried pres-
entation. Past and new vendors will
show a wide array of oil paintings,
photography, woodwork, ceramics,
jewelry, metal work, apparel, repur-

posed antiques, stained glass, herbals,
toys and more.

Visitors can also enjoy the adja-
cent Depot Museum’s historic rail
and Yellowstone exhibits, as well as
this year’s special exhibit, “Absarokas:
Mountains Defined by Two Rivers.”
The curated collection explores artist
and author Paul Waldum’s explo-
ration of the changing seasons of the
backcountry, ascents across the
rugged Absaroka range, and time
spent in the historic mining town of
Independence.

The Depot Festival of the Arts is

three days of fine art, charming
crafts and the famous 4th of July fes-
tivities of Livingston. A variety of
food vendors will also feed guests all
weekend long.

The Depot Museum exhibits are
open Monday through Saturday from
10am to 5pm with a nominal admis-
sion. Group tours are also welcome,
and more information is available
through the Depot office at (406) 222-
2300 or www.livingstondepot.org.

Absarokas will be on display at the
Depot Museum through the summer
season. *

Fairgrounds’ display lights up sky

O Say, Can You See... Celebrate
a milestone in American history with
Bozeman Fire and the City of
Bozeman to commemorate our
nation’s 250th birthday at the
Fourth of July Fireworks Show.
Join friends, family and neighbors at
Gallatin County Fairgrounds on July
4th for a night of community and
patriotic spirit! The fireworks display
begins at 10pm.

Bozeman firefighters will light up
the night sky, creating a dazzling
show that celebrates the occasion

while honoring the people and val-
ues that make our community
strong. This event would not be pos-

sible without the generous support of

event sponsors, including the
Armory Hotel, Town Pump,
Rocking R Bar, Kenyon Noble,
Ponderosa Social Club, Off the
Beaten Path, and Murdoch’s Ranch
& Home Supply.

As a reminder, the only fireworks
permitted for sale or use within
Bozeman city limits are handheld
sparklers. By attending the commu-

Big Sky

COUNCIL OF

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Fire Pit Park & Big Sky
Center for the Arts

Lone Peak Drive in Town Center

Big Sky, MT

Free Admission!

Unique Hand-crafted Works by
75+ Regional Makers & Creators

Food Trucks ®* Demonstrations ® Live Music

Supported by:
PN

COMMUNITY M
FOUNDATION
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nity fireworks show, you can enjoy
all the excitement and beauty of a
professional display while helping
reduce the risk of fires, injuries and
property damage. Please celebrate
responsibly to keep the community
safe throughout the holiday week-
end.

For more information about fire-
works regulations and safety in
Bozeman, visit www.bozeman-
mt.gov/fireworks. We look for-
ward to celebrating America’s 250th
birthday with you this July 4th! «

Symphony offers free
community concerts

The Bozeman Symphony will
bring live classical music to commu-
nities across Montana this summer
with a series of free, hour-long per-
formances featuring ensembles of
Symphony musicians. Many of the
concerts will take place before
Montana Shakespeare in the Park
productions, creating a unique
evening of chamber music and
Shakespearean theater.

The Far Afield concert series
begins Iriday, July 10th, at 5:15pm
at Fishtail Family Park in Fishtail,
preceding MSIP’s production of
The Merchant of Venice. The series
continues Saturday, July 18th, at
2pm at the Elling House in
Virginia City.

Three performances are sched-
uled in August. On Friday, Aug.
14th, at 4:45pm, an ensemble will
perform at the O’Shaughnessy
Amphitheater at Wachholz College
Center in Kalispell before MSIP’s
Much Ado About Nothing. Another
concert will take place Tuesday,
Aug 18th, at 4:45pm in Palmer
Park in Charlo before The Merchant
of Venice. On Monday, Aug. 24th, at
4:45pm, Principal Timpanist Jeff
Vick and Principal Oboist Sandy
Stimson will perform at Double

Arrow Resort in Seeley Lake before
Mouch Ado About Nothing.

The series concludes with three
September performances before
MSIP’s Much Ado About Nothing.
Flutists Sue Makeever and Megan
Makeever will perform Thursday,
Sept. 3rd, at 4:15pm on the Castle
Museum Lawn in White Sulphur
Springs. Additional concerts will
take place Saturday, Sept. 5th, at
3:45pm in Pony Park and on
Monday, Sept. 7th, at 4:15pm at
Stodden Park in Butte, featuring a
brass trio of Principal Trumpet
Sarah Stoneback, Principal
Trombonist Jeannie Little, and
Associate Principal Horn Elizabeth
Schmidt.

For more than 30 years, the
Bozeman Symphony’s Far Afield
program has expanded access to
professional classical music through-
out Montana. The outreach initia-
tive brings chamber music perform-
ances to rural and underserved
communities, fostering meaningful
cultural connections and enriching
lives across the Greater Yellowstone
region.

For more information, visit
www.bozemansymphony.org or
call (406) 585-9774. «

MCMS unveils summer
chamber music fest

Cool off with a splendid evening
of classical staples this month. The
Montana Chamber Music Society
celebrates its annual Montana
Chamber Music Festival with
local performances on July 14th and
18th. The Tuesday performance will
be held at Belgrade’s Peace
Lutheran Church, followed by a
Saturday program at Reynolds
Recital Hall on the Montana State
University campus. Both perform-
ances begin at 7pm.

This year’s program will feature
selections from Serge Koussevitzky,
Florence Price, Antonin Dvorak and
Franz Schubert. Performers include
Angella Ahn (violin), Peter Zazofsky
(violin), David Harding (viola), Sara
Stalnaker (cello), Zachary Cohen
(bass) and Jean Schneider (piano).

The festival includes additional

performances at 4pm on July 12th at
Anaconda’s St. Timothy’s Memorial
Chapel, followed by a 7pm perform-
ance at the American Prairie
National Discovery Center in
Lewistown, as well as a July 16th
show at Great Falls’ History
Museum. Visit the MCMS website
for additional details and ticketing
access.

Admission to all Montana
Chamber Music Society perform-
ances 1s $35 for adults, $25 for sen-
iors, and $10 for students. Tickets
may be purchased at www.mon-
tanachambermusicsociety.org.
These are also available at the door,
depending on availability. Net pro-
ceeds from these programs support
MCMS’s mission to present great
chamber music performances
throughout Montana year-round. ¢

Shoppers find steals
with downtown $ale

The Downtown Bozeman
Association and downtown mer-
chants are proud to present the 2026
Summer Crazy Days sidewalk
sale! It’s the biggest, the best, and
the original — set this year for Iriday
to Sunday, July 17th—19th from
10am—5pm.

Downtown merchants will take to
the sidewalks and invite shoppers
into their stores for unbelievable
sales on spring and summer mer-
chandise. The event will feature over
100 businesses in what has become
the summer tradition deal-seekers
look forward to every year.

Stroll downtown and check out
the 2026 return of this Bozeman-
favorite gathering. This event is
FREE and open to the public, and
will go on rain or shine. Note: Please
visit
www.downtownbozeman.org for

details about what to expect from
this year’s sale, as well as informa-
tion about participating retailers.
Hours may vary.

Annual DBA special events
include: the Christmas Stroll, Bridal
Walk, Crazy Days, Art Walk series,
Music on Main, Cruisin’ on Main
car show, and many more. The DBA
also administers the Downtown
Dollars program and several other
downtown enhancement programs.

A member of the Downtown
Bozeman Partnership, the purpose
of the Downtown Bozeman
Association (DBA) is to promote
Downtown Bozeman as a center of
business, culture and entertainment;
to conduct and promote activities
and events that build a strong local
economy; and to contribute to the
well-being, growth and vitality of
Downtown Bozeman.

Classic Broadway musical hits Ellen

Summer in the Gallatin Valley
just got a lot more musical. From
July 10th through July 26th,
Montana TheatreWorks presents
the Broadway classic The Music
Man at The Ellen Theatre.
Celebrating 32 years of summer
musicals, this year promises to be
one most joyful and biggest produc-
tions to date.

Under the expert guidance of
guest director and choreographer
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from Los Angeles Roger Castellano,
this classic work of musical
Americana features a powerhouse
cast of 42 talented singers and
dancers, backed by a dynamic 18-
piece live orchestra.

At the heart of the production
are two incredible stars with credits
from New York and regional the-
atres across the country. Mr. Alan
Wager (Broadway’s Beauty and the
Beast; Henry Higgins, My Fair Lady;,

Albert, Bye Bye Birdie) steps into the
fast-talking shoes of the charismatic
con man, Professor Harold Hill.
Joining the cast as the sharp-witted
Marian the Librarian is gifted singer
Sarah Elizabeth Combs with an
impressive resume that includes
Christine, Phantom of the Opera;
Maria, The Sound of Music; and
Cosette, Les Misérables, to name a few.

When Harold rolls into River
City to scam the locals into buying
instruments for a fake boys’ band,
he doesn’t count on falling for
Marian — or the town itself. What
follows is a heartwarming, funny,
and deeply moving story about
redemption, small-town pride, and
the power of second chances.

“Whether you’ve loved these
songs for decades or are hearing
‘Seventy-Six Trombones’ for the
very first time, this show is pure
magic,” says Montana
TheatreWorks producer John
Ludin. “With our guest artists, phe-
nomenal cast and orchestra,
sparkling choreography, and sure-
fire story, we’re excited to bring to
life this spectacular show right here
on The Ellen stage.”

Grab your family, join the
parade, and make it a summer to
remember. Tickets range in price
from $29.75 to $59.75. Do not
pay more — please be aware that
third-party sites sell tickets at
inflated prices. To ensure valid
seats and the best price, only visit
the official website
www.TheEllenTheatre.org. ¢
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Thrill seekers & Fair fanatics unite

Southwest Montana’s annual
celebration of summer returns!
The Big Sky Country State Fair
sets up at the Gallatin County
Fairgrounds July 15th—19th for
another round of food, fun, music,
and so much more!

This year’s night shows will fea-
ture country music star Chase Rice
with openers Preston Cooper and
Deerock, fellow country artist
Morgan Wade with American
Authors, and veteran rockers Stone
Temple Pilots. Returning again this
year, the {ree stage area will show-
case regional talent of all varieties
every night.

The Bozeman Roundup Ranch
Rodeo is back on Saturday, fol-
lowed on Sunday by the Barnyard
Brawl: Mutton Bustin’, calf scram-

BFS screens
concert film

Bozeman Film Society continues
its latest season with a screening of
documentary, Ask E. Jean. The
event will be held at Downtown
Bozeman’s Rialto theater on
Wednesday, July 8th. The film
begins with showings at 5:30pm
and 8pm.

The film profiles journalist and
advice columnist E. Jean Carroll,
tracing her rise as a groundbreaking
media personality and her pursuit of
justice through her legal battles with
Donald Trump. Blending humor,
resilience and personal reflection,
the film celebrates Carroll’s uncon-

ble and kids’ chicken chase. In addi-
tion to the carnival rides and
games, the Fair will feature several
fun-filled and animal-packed activi-
ties, Radatz Magic, Joe Gandelman:
Comic Ventriloquist, Outer Space
Buddies, trapeze masters the Flying
Royals, Montana Action Paintball,
Dock Diving Dogs and petting zoo,
among others.

Also find additional events
before enjoying late night music
and dancing in the Biergarten.
Check the motor sports area for the
Mud Drag, Tough Truck & Side by
Side Race and more. And as
always, the livestock barn will fea-
ture animals all week long. Food
Row and vendors also on-site.

Grounds entertainment includ-
ed with Fair admission, excluding

night shows and rodeo. Advance
admission is $12 for adults, $5 for
youth 6-12, free for those 5 and
under, and $8 for seniors 62+.
Concert tickets include fair admis-
sion day of. Carnival and rodeo
admission sold separately. Weekly
passes also available through the
Fair website.

Gates open at 11am and close at
11pm daily, and 6pm on Sunday.
Barn and 4-H hours begin at 8am,
Wednesday through Friday, 8am on
Saturday and 9am on Sunday. Visit
www.gallatincountyfair-
grounds.com for presale tickets,
event hours, and additional informa-
tion about all of this year’s festivities.
The Big Sky Country State Fair is July
15th—19th at Gallatin County
Fairgrounds.

political profile and

ventional life and enduring determi-
nation in the face of public scrutiny.

Tollowing on Wednesday, July
22nd, concert film Sign ‘O the
Times screens at The Rialto. The
film begins at 7:30pm.

The film features Prince at the
height of his creative powers, blend-
ing electrifying live performances
with cinematic staging. Showcasing
many of the songs from his
acclaimed album of the same name,
the film captures Prince’s extraordi-
nary musicianship, charisma and
genre-defying artistry.

Also announced, the inaugural

Bozeman Film Festival is coming
to the screens of downtown this fall.
The series is set for October 8th—
11th and will feature four days of
film, conversation and community.
Visit the event website for additional
information and ticketing access.
Stay tuned for details.

Ask E. Jean and Sign O’ the Times
screen July 8th and 22nd, respective-
ly, at The Rialto. Wine, beer and
concessions will be available prior to
the events. Find ticketing access and
learn more about the current season
at www.bozemanfilmsociety.org
— and Keep ‘Em Flickering! *

Sip on local history with sudsy MOR

series

Bozeman’s Museum of the
Rockies has announced the return of
its exciting summer series to be held
over four events this summer.
“History on Tap” moves into the
Living History Farm for this month-
ly series where folk music, engaging
history conversations and brews
come together.

Iree of admission, the series is
open to all ages on a first come, first
in basis. Local eats and beverages
available for purchase from featured
breweries and food trucks from 6—
8pm including:

— Tuesday, July 28th: Katabatic
Brewing + CC Gourmet with live
music by the Boomerangs

— Tuesday, August 11th: Bridger
Brewing + Double T BBQ) with
Lena, Rich & Jim

— Tuesday, August 25th:
Lockhorn Cider + Mafia Pizza with
2 TownsOver

— Saturday, September 12th: To
Be Announced

A unique history chat each week
will also connect with the past in an
informal, engaging way. Bring your
chairs, blankets, non-alcoholic bever-
ages and a picnic dinner (outside
alcohol prohibited). A food truck
may be available, but it is not guar-
anteed. The cash bar will offer a
rotating selection of local brews for
purchase. Last call is at 8pm, and
the Living History Farm gates will
close at 8:30pm. There are no tick-
ets or reservations, so arrive early,
find a spot and enjoy an evening of
history, music and community.

Also at MOR, the Living
History Farm invites museum-
goers to experience what life was like
in the Treasure State more than 100
years ago during regular hours of
operation.

In 1989, the Tinsley House was

relocated to Museum, bringing with
it the history of Montana’s home-
steading era. Skilled costumed inter-
preters will take you back in time as
they cook over a wood-burning
stove, demonstrate cooking skills and
recipes from the 1890s, tend to the
Heirloom Garden, and forge iron in
the blacksmith’s shop. Take time this
summer to enjoy the beautiful sights
of the garden, the smells of home
cooking, and the history of a time
gone by that lives on today.

The Living History Farm is
included with Museum admission
and will be open through Labor
Day. Find hours and additional
information through the MOR
website.

MOR is open from 9am—5pm
daily. For more information about
these events, exhibits and other
museum happenings, visit
www.museumoftherockies.org. ¢

Sweet Pea pre-sale wristbands
available now

Color, culture and community
collide as the Sweet Pea Festival
returns to the Bozeman area for its
2026 event, Friday to Sunday,
August 7th-9th in celebration of its
49th year.

Sweet Pea is a three-day festival
of the arts held the first weekend in
August. The Festival kicks off late
Friday afternoon in Lindley Park,
ramping up on Saturday with a chil-
dren’s run and parade that lead the
community to the park where the
festivities continue through Sunday
evening. Weekend entertainment
comes in many forms — music of all
genres, performances by local the-
atre and dance troupes, workshops,
family friendly entertainment and
activities, a flower show, a beer and
wine garden featuring Montana
microbrews, and countless arts and
crafts vendors to stroll through and
purchase unique gifts for yourself,
family and friends.

The week leading up to the
Festival offers additional fun-filled,
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community events. Artists of all skill
levels converge on Main Street for
‘Chalk on the Walk’ Tuesday morn-
ing, followed by a Sweet Pea-spon-
sored Music on Main on Thursday
night downtown. The Sweet Pea Art
Show will be on display at ERA
Landmark as well.

And of course, one of the biggest
draws of Sweet Pea is the live music!
This year’s slate will include per-
formances by Digable Planets,
SYML, The Strumbellas, John
Craigie, The Nude Party, Boot Juice,
The Dead & Down, Daniel
Rodriguez, Nik Park & the Selfless
Lovers, Roses Pawn Shop and Neon
Rainbow.

Events leading up to Festival
weekend are complimentary. Entry
to those in Lindley Park requires
the purchase of an admission
wristband — Full Weekend Access
wristbands are $40 and free for
kids 12 and under. Weekend
passes will be $60 beginning Aug.
7th, the first day of the festival.
These may be found at the main
box office, located at 424 E, Main,
Ste 203B.

There’s so much dance,
theatre, family entertainment,
and other activities to discover!
For further festival information
and to purchase 2026 wristbands,
visit www.sweetpeafestival.org. ¢

BOZEMAN FARMERS' MARKET
Tuesdays, 5-8 p.m.
June 16 - September 8, 2026

East Side of Lindley Park in Bozeman
Fresh Produce. Food. Art. Music & More

Yolunteer, Sponsor and Vendor Inio; bozemaniarmersmarket.org

Lfe's 4 gprden.. . dig 2l ©

Lone Peak artisans
showcase handcrafts

Back for another round, the
annual Big Sky Artisan Festival
will unfold on Saturday, July 18th
from 10am—5pm. The event will be
held in Fire Pit Park and Big Sky
Center for the Arts with no cost
to attend.

The event will showcase 60
vendors featuring painting,
photography, pottery, jewelry and
other fine handmade products.
The festival will also include live
music from local musicians, food
and drink vendors, as well as artist
demonstrations.

The Artisan Festival is a
celebration of fine artisans and
craftspeople beneath the mighty
Lone Mountain. A gateway town to
Yellowstone National Park, Big Sky
is a premier tourist destination
known for world-class fly fishing,
hiking, outdoor recreation, fine din-
ing, and the renowned Big Sky ski

resort. In addition to its natural
beauty, Big Sky has become a
thriving hub for arts and culture in
Southwest Montana.

The event coincides with Big
Sky Professional Bull Riding, mak-
ing it one of the busiest tourism
weeks of the summer. This is an
exciting opportunity for artists to
showcase their work, connect with
potential clients and participate in
live demonstrations. Further details
may be found at www.bigsk-
yarts.org.

Founded in 1989, the Arts
Council of Big Sky provides resi-
dents, visitors, and artists with pre-
mier events, education and creative
opportunities in the Arts. Their
vision is for Big Sky to remain a
beautiful place where the expression,
enjoyment and education of the
Arts will inspire and sustain a
healthy and vibrant community.

SLAM announces 2026
return to Bogert Park

Returning to Bogert Park for its
annual event showcase, the
Summer SLAM Festival will take
place Saturday and Sunday, August
8th and 9th. As it has in years past,
the 2026 festival will feature artists
and performers, culinary artisans
and family activities, as well as brew-
eries and distilleries from around the
state. One of the unique aspects of
the SLAM festival is its spirit of
inclusion and community. Free to
attend, the summer festival is open
to everyone to come and enjoy and
connect with the creative people of
our great state.

Artists Market

Artists exhibiting at SLAM rep-
resent an inspiring spectrum of tal-
ent, from emerging creatives to the
nationally recognized. Throughout
the festival, visitors can browse and
purchase original works spanning
painting, ceramics, jewelry, sculp-
ture, glass, woodworking, textiles,
photography, body products, mixed
media and more. Every purchase
directly supports the artist while giv-
ing you the rare opportunity to meet
the maker behind the work. Hearing
the stories, inspiration and creative
process firsthand adds a deeper
appreciation for each piece, making
every purchase a meaningful keep-
sake or gift.

Artist Demonstrations

If you've ever wondered how
these remarkable works come to life,
be sure to stop by the SLAM
demonstration tent. Throughout the
weekend, featured artists will show-
case their techniques in an inviting,
interactive setting where visitors are
encouraged to ask ques-
tions and learn about the
creative process. These
demonstrations offer a fas-
cinating behind-the-scenes
look at the craftsmanship,
dedication and passion
required to build a career
in the arts.

Live Music &
Performances

SLAM’s entertainment
stage celebrates the
incredible musical talent
found throughout
Montana. Local bands
and singer/songwriters
will perform throughout
the festival, filling the
grounds with an eclectic
mix of styles and sounds.
In addition to outstanding
live music, attendees can

enjoy a variety of special perform-
ances, including dance and other
live entertainment that showcase the
creativity and diversity of Montana’s
performing arts community.

Artisanal Food

The festival’s food vendors reflect
the ever-growing variety of flavors
found across Montana. Whether
you're craving a classic hot dog or a
hand-dipped ice cream cone, or
looking to sample globally inspired
cuisine and creative local fare,
there’s something to satisfy every
appetite. Come hungry —you’ll want
to experience as many of the deli-
cious offerings as possible while
exploring the festival grounds.

Montana Libations Garden

No great meal is complete with-
out the perfect beverage, and
SLAM’s libations garden offers
something for every taste. Montana’s
thriving craft brewing industry takes
center stage with an impressive
selection of beers brewed exclusively
in the Treasure State. Prefer spirits?
Distilleries from around Montana
will be pouring samples and serving
handcrafted cocktails, making the
libations garden the perfect place to
relax, unwind and raise a glass to a
weekend celebrating art, music, food
and community.

The 2026 Summer SLAM
Festival is the perfect place to cele-
brate the Arts in Montana. FREE of
admission. Come support local
artists and musicians at SLAM!
Learn more about the event at
www.slamfestivals.org. *

VOTE NOW
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Norman Huynh, Music Director

2026-27 CONCERT SEASON

Music that Moves Us
.. .. Near and Far
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Street shows bustie in Bozeman

The Downtown Bozeman
Association is proud to present the
26th annual Music on Main sum-
mer concert series in historic
Downtown Bozeman. Music on
Main festivities will take place on
Main Street between Rouse and
Black Ave. on Thursday evenings,
July 2nd through August 6th.

The music begins at 7pm and runs
until 8:30pm.

This summer’s lineup kicks off
with the rockin’ funk-ska-reggae of
Float Like a Buffalo on July 2nd,
pop punk group Emo Kids on
July 9th, indie rockers Lost

Canyons on July 16th, country
rock songstress Kimberly Dunn
on July 23rd, country outfit
Tanner Laws Band on July 30th
and rock ensemble The
Galentines closing out the series
on August 6th.

Bring the kids from 6:30—8pm
for the Coca Cola “Kids’ Zone” on
South Bozeman Ave. which will
feature inflatables and other inter-
active activities. Grab a bite to eat
from one of the many rotating food
vendors, step into a few of the
downtown stores that’'ll be open
late, and of course, enjoy outstand-

ing live music from popular local
and touring bands. While Music on
Main features an open container
waiver, attendees are reminded that
NO glass and aluminum containers
or coolers are allowed in the event
area. These are smoke and vape-
free, family friendly evenings.
Please leave the pets at home.
Music on Main is a FREE com-
munity event hosted by the
Downtown Bozeman Association
and funded by its many generous
business sponsorships. Please visit
www.downtownbozeman.org to
learn more about the 2026 series. ®

Enjoy outdoor tuneage with Blake

Pavilion sets

Partnering with Mighty Fine
Time Live Events, Livingston’s
Shane Lalani Center for the Arts is
delighted to present another series of
FREE outdoor concerts at the
Henry E. Blake Pavilion every
Thursday this month from 5-8pm.
The 2026 Summer Outdoor
Concert Series will present a vari-
ety of dazzling musicians every
week.

“What began as an idea in our
parking lot four years ago has
become a highlight of Livingston’s
summer music plans,” said Erika
Adams, the Shane Center’s
Executive Director. “With our pavil-
ion, we're able to keep the commu-
nity shaded and protected from wind
and rain, while still giving hundreds
of friends the chance to gather every
Thursday evening in June and July,
enjoy some music and maybe even
do some dancing. This year we’ve

got a great lineup of returning
favorites and new performers.”

Here’s the remaining schedule of
performers:

= July 2nd: The MAX — Power
Pop/Rock

— July 9th: Gary Small & the
Coyote Brothers — Iine Boogie
Music

—July 16th: Bo DePefia Trio —
Texas Country/ Americana

= July 23rd: maple — Down
South Party Band

—July 30th: Elana Hayden &
the Sugar Daddies —
Jazz/Blues/Country and Pop

The community is encouraged to
arrive early, bring chairs or blankets
and please leave pets at home. Make
plans to enjoy the music, and try
rotating options from local food
truck vendors with drinks from the
State Farm caboose featuring soft
drinks, beer and wine, popcorn and

more.

There i3 expanded bicycle park-
ing onsite and additional vehicle
parking available at the Lincoln
School. The Shane Center is located
at 415 E Lewis St. The event opens
at 4pm, when food trucks will begin
service.

“We couldn’t do this without our
sponsors — Marcia McCrum in
memory of Bliss McCrum,
Livingston Healthcare, Pine Creek
Lodge and Carol Lalani in memory
of Sal Lalani, Walter and Regina
Waunsch, our booking partners at
Mighty Fine Time Live Events —
John Lowell and Joanne Lowell, and
most importantly, the Livingston
community, who keeps us going with
their support throughout the year,”
shares Kate Britton, the Shane
Center’s Development Director.

For more information, please visit
www.theshanecenter.org. ¢

Locals and traveling acts take Big Sky
stage with attitude at altitude

The Arts Council of Big Sky is
pleased to host another incredible
summer of Music in the
Mountains at Center Stage in Len
Hill Park on Thursday evenings.
Running into September, there will
be 12 concerts total, all of which are
free and open to the public. This
year marks the 17th anniversary of
hosting Music in the Mountains in
Len Hill Park.

The popular series will again
present a variety of genres to appeal
to all tastes. The upcoming schedule
includes Honey Island Swamp
Band on July 2nd, The Tiny Band
on July 4th, Cardinal Black on
July 9th, Kenny Feidler on July
16th, Pinky & the Floyd on July
23rd, Billy Allen + The Pollies on
July 30th, Magoo on August 6th,
Mother Hips on August 13th,
Object Heavy on August 20th, and

Armchair Boogie on August 27th.
Once again the season will con-
clude with the third annual “Metal
in the Mountains” festival on
September 3rd, featuring tribute
band The Iron Maidens and local
rockers Scavenger. A free perform-
ance of The Merchant of Venice from
Montana Shakespeare in the
Parks will also take place in the
Town Center Plaza on July 25th.
The Arts Council is again part-
nering with local partners to present
the Emerging Artist Series, which
features local and regional opening
artists for each concert. This year’s
performers include Jampoke on July
2nd, Dammit Lauren! On July 9th,
Sterling Drake on July 16th,
Colourblind on July 30th, Blue Point
on August 6th, Lee Rafugee on
August 13th, Jazz Cabbage on
August 20th, Logan Liebert & the

Light Blue on August 27th, and
Scavenger on September 3rd.

The family friendly events take
place at Center Stage in Len Hill
Park, one of the best outdoor venues
in the state, right in the heart of Big
Sky. The park opens at 6pm each
week, and there will be food and
beverage vendors and a free arts
activity tent for kids. Music typically
starts at 6:30pm with the headliner
following at 8pm. Please remember
that no dogs or glass containers are
allowed in the park, and although
attendees are allowed to bring their
own food and alcohol into the park,
please remember to be kind and
respectful to others around you.

For more information on
the summer lineup and to check out
what other events the Arts Council
has going on, please visit
www.bigskyarts.org. ¢

The Bridge welcomes the twang

Descending on the pasture are
some of the genre’s brightest stars
and up-and-comers with the antici-
pated summer return of
Headwaters Country Jam. The
showcase returns to The Bridge near
Three Forks for its 2026 event,
Thursday through Saturday, July
23rd-25th.

Headliners Wyatt Flores, Clint

Black and Gavin Adcock will be
joined by featured performers
Cameron Whitcomb, Midland,
Avery Anna, Jackson Dean, Billy
Dean & Collin Raye, Drake
Milligan, Willow Avalon,
Noeline Hofmann, The
Kentucky Headhunters, The
Wilder Blue, Tyce Delk and The
Band Loula for this year’s festival.

Country Jam tickets are on sale
now. Secure your spot with weekend
general admission, VIP passes and
returning Luxury Suite and
Camptiste packages. Snag your tick-
ets and learn more about the festival
at headwaterscountryjam.com.

Launched in 2008, Headwaters
Country Jam was created to bring
live country music in a festival

VOTE NOW
BestofBozeman.com
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Bridger Brewing delivers

night of ‘90s

Following its opening show last
month, Bridger Brewing’s summer
concert series continues at its Three
Forks amphitheater as the sunny
season blankets Southwest
Montana.

Next up is iconic ‘90s alt-rock
group Gin Blossoms who bring
their summer tour to Southwest
Montana on Sunday, July 12th.
Music begins at 6:30pm with opener
Spin Doctors. Known for their jang-
ly guitars, sharp hooks and emotion-
ally resonant songwriting, the band
delivers a high-energy live show
packed with timeless hits and
undeniable nostalgia.

Formed in Tempe, Arizona, the
band rose to prominence with their
breakout album New Muserable
Experience, featuring the gold-certi-
fied hit “Hey Jealousy” along with
fan favorites like “Allison Road” and
“Untl I Fall Away.” They followed
with Congratulations I'm Sorry, which
produced the Top 10 smash “Follow
You Down” and the Grammy-nomi-
nated “As Long as It Matters.”
Decades later, Gin Blossoms remain

nostalgia

a staple of alternative rock, continu-
ing to tour and release new music
while staying true to the sound that
made them essential.

Sharing the stage are Spin
Doctors, making this a two-band
lineup packed with hits. Known for
their infectious blend of funk-
infused rock and alternative grooves,
Spin Doctors rose to fame with
crowd favorites like “I'wo Princes”
and “Little Miss Can’t Be Wrong.”
Their energetic, feel-good live show
makes them the perfect addition to
a night built for singing along and
reliving the best of the “90s.

Looking ahead, Bridger will host
additional shows by timeless country
group Lonestar on August 14th,
and genre-benders The Hip
Abduction on August 15th. See
host website for additional details.

Advance general admission tick-
ets for these shows are on sale now
with Pub Pass and VIP admission
available. Visit www.bridgerbrew-
ing.com to purchase tickets and to
learn more about the summer line-
up. Cheers! ¢

Pioneer Park concerts
kick off in West

This summer, West Yellowstone
Chamber of Commerce and Black
Mountain Productions will present
five nights of free outdoor live
music in Pioneer Park. Music in
the Park is a treat for visitors,
where they can experience the old
fashioned pleasure of music flowing
across the town during this summer
concert series. Bring your blankets,
chairs and the whole family to
enjoy the live entertainment. Come
soak up the sound and take in a
beautiful Montana sunset! Here’s a
look at the upcoming festivities.

An opening performance by
The Soul Funk Collective as
part of the Fourth of July
Celebration kicks things oft on
Saturday, July 4th. Music begins at
7pm and will be followed by the
annual firework show. The group
specializes in playing “sweet, funky
soul music,” drawing inspiration
from artists like The Temptations,
Earth, Wind & Fire, and
Parliament Funkadelic. The band
is known for its high-energy
performances for their passionate
audiences.

Following on Saturday, July
18th, is RED: A Taylor Swift
Tribute at 7pm. Fueled by a deep
passion for the pop megastar’s
music an an unwavering commit-
ment to authenticity, Texan
singer/songwriter Lauren Corzine
and her Lone Star ensemble have
captivated audiences across the
country with a live show that feels

strikingly close to the real thing

North Fork Crossing per-
forms on Friday, August 7th.
Music begins at 6:30pm. Their
genre resides somewhere in a
strange untapped musical realm
between traditional bluegrass,
psychedelic rock, Americana and
folk. The quintet are drawn to
bluegrass reaching a younger
generation, priding themselves on
their unique sound being the “evo-
lution of string band music.” Their
new album, Portland Rose, released
this spring.

Austin English closes the sum-
mer series with a return perform-
ance on Sunday, August 15th.
Building a fanbase with his dynam-
ic vocals and songs authentic and
infectious, the Texan country up-
and-comer puts on an amazing
performance. His music is reflective
of his rural upbringing but is as
eclectic and diverse as the land-
scape where he was raised.

These live music events are free
and open to the public. Learn
more about these and other events
at www.destinationyellow-
stone.com.

West Yellowstone is the west
entrance and gateway community
to Yellowstone National Park.
Surrounded by three national
forests, blue-ribbon trout streams,
and beautiful mountain lakes, West
Yellowstone features lodging, din-
ing, shopping, and family friendly
activities year-round. ®

atmosphere to Montana and the
Northwest. The festival takes place
at the venue known as The Bridge,
an area near Three Forks comprised
of 159 acres and is the final resting
ground for the historic Sappington
Bridge that once spanned the
Jefferson River. Sixty acres are used
for the state-certified campground,
which holds 1,200 20x40 sites.

Within the venue is a 12-acre

arena where all the magic happens.
Live music from national and local
acts plays all day and into the night.
Aside from the music, festival-goers
can enjoy horseshoe tournaments,
dance contests, mechanical bull
riding, as well as food and
merchandise vendors. ¢




