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WORLD PRESS

FREEDOM DAY

World Press Freedom Day 2026 will be observed
on Sunday, May 3, with the main Global Conference tak-
ing place in Lusaka, Zambia, from May 4-5. Co-hosted
by UNESCO and the Government of Zambia, the 2026
theme is "Shaping a Future at Peace," focusing on the in-
tersection of journalism, digital rights, and safety in an in-
creasingly insecure world.

That there needs to be a day dedicated to the acknowl-
edgement of the importance of press freedom at all
speaks to the fact that it continues to be under threat
globally:.

Freedom of the press is essential to democracy because
it acts as a watchdog to hold government officials and in-
stitutions accountable, exposes corruption, and ensures
transparency. It keeps the public informed, allowing cit-
izens to make informed decisions and enabling the free
exchange of information and diverse viewpoints.

Key reasons why freedom of the press is important
include:

Accountability and Oversight: It serves as a check on
the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, preventing
the abuse of power.

Informing the Public: Journalists report on news,
policy, and critical information, which is vital for a self-
governing society.

Exposing Corruption and Injustice: Investigative
journalism reveals scandals, deception, and unethical
behavior.

Protecting Rights and Promoting Debate: It
provides a platform for different viewpoints and helps
safeguard the rights of citizens.

Safeguarding Democracy: Considered a "fourth
branch of government" or "fourth estate," it ensures
government transparency and prevents authoritarian con-
trol, as defined by the ACLU of Arizona and the
Historical Society of the New York Courts.

The U.S. Constitution's First Amendment protects this
right, which Pew Research Center notes is a hallmark of a
healthy democracy. It ensures journalists can report
uncomfortable truths without fear of government
censorship.

Sourced from Stand Together, ACLU of Arizona and Pew
Research Center
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Spectacle of handmade wares back at
Brick Breeden fieldhouse

Shop creations_from hundreds of
regional artists & visit with representa-
lives_from numerous non-profils at the
annual Bozeman Spring MADE fair at
Brick Breeden Fieldhouse

The Bozeman Spring MADE
fair has been announced for early
next month, with event organizers
excited to connect artists with the
Gallatin Valley community once
again. The event will take place at
Brick Breeden Fieldhouse on
Iriday and Saturday, May 1st and
2nd. Friday is VIP Night from 5—
8pm, with general admission on
Saturday from 10am—4pm. Shop
and discover a curated collection of
195+ local and regional artists.
You can expect to see everything
from affordable, functional works

of art to fine heirloom pieces at
the show.

Though entry and parking are
free to attendees during the main
Saturday event, those interested in
a head start on shopping can pur-
chase a $10 Friday VIP Pass for an
exclusive shopping experience from
5-8pm the night before the event
opens to the public. Beat the
crowds with a $5 Early Bird Pass to
gain entry from 9—10am on
Saturday. Proceeds will benefit a
Gallatin County non-profit.
Attendees: please bring a non-per-
ishable food item to help support
the Gallatin Valley Food Bank.

Visit www.handmademon-
tana.com for additional details,
access to VIP tickets, and to pre-

shop all of the participating artists.

The MADE fair is a modern
art and handcrafted market
featuring local and regional artists
and makers. Events are a curated
collection of skilled artisans as
well as a handful of non-profits.
The MADE fair’s mission is to
increase awareness of handmade
goods as an alternative to
mass-produced items and support
local and regional small craft busi-
nesses by providing a place to sell
their goods.

handMADE Montana provides
opportunities to artists of all levels,
from the hobbyist to the seasoned
professional. It has been awarded
‘Retailer of the Year’ by the Made
in Montana program. ®

Glossy treasures abound for Mother’s
Day at fairgrounds

The Bozeman Gem & Mineral
Club has announced its annual
Gem & Mineral Show will take
place May 9th and 10th. The event
will unfold at Gallatin County
Fairgrounds on Saturday from
10am—6pm, then again on Sunday
from 10am—4pm. A $5 admission is
charged on day one, then $3 on
Mother’s Day. The show is free for
those 12 and under with an adult.
Come stock up on unique gifts for
graduation, holidays and all other
occasions!

The weekend will feature
numerous vendors selling gems,
minerals, fossils, beads, jewelry and
more. The event will include a spec-

tacular raffle, silent auctions run-
ning all weekend, and a UV
Fluorescent Tent. Dozens of display
cases will present gems, minerals
and specimens collected by Club
members. Good eats will also be
available for purchase.

This event is the perfect oppor-
tunity for families to view and/or
purchase world class mineral speci-
mens. It’s also a great chance to
learn more about and join the club.
If attendees have a rock or mineral
specimens that need identifying,
they are encouraged to bring them
in for identification.

The Gem and Mineral Show is
a fundraiser for the Bozeman Gem

and Mineral Club, a nonprofit
organization and oldest “rock club”
in Montana. Organized in 1939,
the club is meant for anyone inter-
ested in rocks, fossils, gemstones,
field trips, as well as learning lap-
idary and rock cutting skills. It also
has its own lapidary shop for cut-
ting, polishing and cabbing rocks.

It you have a curlosity for gems
and minerals, the Bozeman Gem &
Mineral Club is a great organiza-
tion to develop wonderful friend-
ships of all ages and interests. Visit
www.bozemangemandmineral-
club.com to learn more and don’t
miss the Gem & Mineral Show,
May 9th—10th! «

LFS focuses on soil, sustainable foods

This month with a double fea-
ture, the Livingston Film Series
will present the next in its free
screening series with Kiss the
Ground at 6pm and sequel
Common Ground at 7:45pm on
Wednesday, May 13th. The films
will screen at the Shane Lalani
Center for the Arts.

Sixty years. That’s about how
long we have until the world’s
remaining topsoil is gone. “What
we’re looking at is man-made deser-
tification,” said Director Josh
Tickell in his recent keynote speech.
However, there is hope.

Kiss the Ground, the documentary
directed and produced by Josh and
Rebecca Tickell, with Julian
Lennon and Ian Somerhalder as
Executive Producers, explores how
this crisis can be reversed. When we
regenerate the world’s soils, we can
stabilize the Earth’s climate, restore
local ecosystems, and create abun-
dant food supplies.

Featuring David Arquette,
Gisele Buindchen, Rosario Dawson,
Jason Mraz, and Ian Somerhalder,
this film is a tour de force of
climate activism.

Common Ground is the sweeping
and uplifting story of the pioneers
of the “Regenerative Movement.”
Farmers in the movement are
forgoing the toxic seeds and sprays
pushed by Big Agriculture in
order to produce tremendous
quantities of nutritionally dense
food while bringing our entire
ecosystem back to life.

Common Ground is the highly
anticipated sequel to Kiss the Ground,
which touched over one billion
people globally and inspired the
United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) to put $20
billion toward soil health. By
fusing journalistic exposé with
deeply personal stories from those
in the front lines of the sustainable
food movement, the film unveils a

dark web of money, power, and
politics behind our broken food
system.

The film exposes a hopeful and
uplifting movement of white, black,
and indigenous farmers who are
using alternative “regenerative”
models of agriculture to balance
the climate, save our health, and
stabilize America’s economy —
before it’s too late.

Continuing its latest season of
screening independent features,
documentaries, local films and vin-
tage classics, doors open at 5pm
with burgers & brats with screen-
ings to follow. Admission is free, but
donations are gratefully accepted.
Concessions available. For more
information, please visit www.the-
shanecenter.org.

The Livingston Film Series is
generously sponsored by Marilyn
Clotz, Mary Ann Bearden, Donald
B. Gimbel and Carol Lalani in
memory of Sal Lalani. ¢

Montana State to host campus Bobcat

thrift sale

From MSU News Service

Montana State University will
host its first-ever Bobcat Thrift
Sale from 9am to 5pm Saturday
and Sunday, May 9th and 10th,

at Bobcat Stadium. Admission is
free and open to students and the
public.

Sale items will include clothes,
small appliances, electronic charg-
ers and other items donated by stu-
dents moving out of campus resi-
dence halls. Shoppers who pur-
chase a tote bag for five dollars can

fill it with as many small items
and soft goods as will fit inside,
and larger items will be priced
individually.

The event is designed to keep
unwanted items out of the landfill,
according to Garrett Wright,
MSU’s Zero Waste coordinator,
who said 460,000 pounds of non-
diverted trash were generated
across campus last May.

“The goals of this project are to
reduce that overall number, as well
as increase availability of items to

EN

BOZEMAN SYMPHONY

Norman Huynh, Music Director

Sounds of America ll:

Rhapsody in Blue
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purchase for students moving off’
campus or for other community
members at a bargain rate,”
Wright said.

Items will be collected from res-
idence halls in the week leading up
to the sale, and community mem-
bers can drop off items between 2
and 5pm on Friday, May 8th, at
Stadium Gate 8, which is also the
entrance to the sale. Gate 8 can be
accessed via South Seventh
Avenue.

Unsold items will be donated to
Habitat for Humanity and HRDC.
Sale proceeds will be used to sup-
port the thrift sale in 2027.

The event is sponsored by the
MSU Office of Sustainability,
Residence Hall Association, Off-
Campus Student Life and ASMSU. o

YELLOWSTONE
BALLET co.

Tharsdag, Jung 18th

6:30 p.m.
Willson duditorium

Tickets. www.yellowstoneballet.info

Venture to Garden of
Eden with Blue Slipper

Raise the curtain as Livingston’s
Blue Slipper Theatre presents a
staged reading of local artist and
actor Aaron Schuerr’s original play
In the Coolness of the Garden
this month. The one-off’ perform-
ance will take place on Friday, May
8th, at 7pm. The local production is
directed by Tessa Welch.

Take a walk in the garden and
you might ask a few questions. Why
would The Creator plant a fruit tree
and expect a pair of naked inno-
cents to abstain? How did Adam
name all those animals, from aard-
vark to zebra? What if the lion is not
meant to cat grass? Why is a talking
serpent lurking in the garden? What

if Eve just needs to get out of Eden?
Peel back the fig leaves and what do
you find?

Starring Kate Britton, Steph
Burda, Mercy Simpson, August and
Aaron Schuerr, a special Q&A will
follow the reading with an opportu-
nity to give feedback. A follow-up
performance will also take place at
406 Cirque in Bozeman on May 9th
at 7pm. Tickets available at the door.

Tickets for In the Coolness of the
Garden are $15 for general admission
and are available at www.blueslip-
per.org. Seating at the Blue Slipper,
located at 113 E Callender, is limit-
ed. Please call (406) 222-7720 for

more information. *

MORe Frogs, seasonal
return of ‘Living History’

Tiptoe into the sunny season
with Museum of the Rockies, whose
space features new changing exhibi-
tion FROGS: A Chorus of Colors
while the skies continue to clear.
Open into September, here’s a closer
look at what’s in store.

Leap into a vibrant, multisensory
world of live frogs from around the
globe! Discover singing, camou-
flaged, and wildly colorful frogs in
habitats filled with live plants and
rainforest vibes. Play with hands-on
interactives, trigger real frog calls,
and get nose-to-nose with nature’s
most surprising superstars.

Explore every side of these
amazing amphibians — their biology,
natural history, role in human cul-
tures, importance to ecosystems, and
the threats they face in a changing
world. This immersive adventure is
fun, fascinating, and ribbit-ing for all
ages.

Opening for the summer season
this month, MOR’s Living
History Farm invites museum-
goers to experience what life was like

in the Treasure State more than 100
years ago. The interactive exhibit is
set to open over Memorial Day
Weekend.

In 1989, the Tinsley House was
relocated to Museum, bringing with
it the history of Montana’s home-
steading era. Skilled costumed inter-
preters will take you back in time as
they cook over a wood-burning
stove, demonstrate cooking skills and
recipes from the 1890s, tend to the
Heirloom Garden, and forge iron in
the blacksmith’s shop. Take time this
summer to enjoy the beautiful sights
of the garden, the smells of home
cooking, and the history of a time
gone by that lives on today.

The Living History Farm is
included with Museum admission.
Find additional information, exhibit
hours and further details through the
MOR website.

MOR is open from 9am—5pm
daily. For more information about
these exhibits and other museum
happenings, visit www.museu-
moftherockies.org. *

Free talk explores
Shakespeare-Bernstein

The Bozeman Symphony invites
the community to “The
Shakespeare-Bernstein
Connection,” a free presentation
with Music Director Norman
Huynh and Montana State
University Professor Dr. Gretchen
Minton on Thursday, May 14th,
from 5:30-6:30pm at Country
Bookshelf.

This engaging talk complements
the Symphony’s upcoming perform-
ances of Rhapsody in Blue & West Side
Story, taking place May 15th—17th at
the Willson Auditorium in
Downtown Bozeman.

While it is widely known that
West Side Story draws inspiration from
Romeo & Juliet, this presentation goes
further, exploring what it truly
means to adapt Shakespeare. How
does a timeless tragedy transform
when its setting, genre, and even its
ending is reimagined? Huynh and
Dr. Minton will examine the bold
artistic choices behind West Side Story,
revealing the dynamic interplay of
poetry, music, and movement that
defines this iconic work.

Dr. Minton, Professor of English
and College of Letters and Science
Distinguished Professor at MSU, is a
leading scholar of Shakespeare and
early modern drama. She has pub-

lished extensively, including critical
editions of early modern plays, and
1s the author of Shakespeare in
Montana: Big Sky Country’s Love Affair
with the World’s Most Famous Author,
and recipient of multiple regional
book awards. Beyond academia, she
serves as dramaturg and script adap-
tor for Montana Shakespeare in the
Parks and co-founded Montana
InSite Theatre, known for its inno-
vative, site-specific productions
addressing contemporary environ-
mental issues.

American conductor Huynbh is
widely recognized for his expressive
musicality, inventive programming,
and ability to connect with audi-
ences. In addition to his role as
Music Director of the Bozeman
Symphony Orchestra, he serves as
Music Director of the Britt Festival
Orchestra in Jacksonville, Oregon.
His career includes a sold-out sub-
scription debut with the New York
Philharmonic and guest appearances
with leading orchestras across the
country, including those in St. Louis,
San Diego, Seattle, and Detroit.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets for Rhapsody in Blue &
West Side Story, visit www.boze-
mansymphony.org or call (406)
585-9774. ¢

YBC dips under sea with
Little Mermaid at the

Willson

Join Yellowstone Ballet Company
for a local rendition of “The Little
Mermaid” at Bozeman’s Willson
Auditorium. The single-night per-
formance is set for Thursday, June
18th, at 6:30pm.

Kathleen Rakela, Artistic
Director of YBC and recipient of a

Bozeman Deaconess
Health Services
seeks an Application Analyst
Lead to work in Bozeman, MT,
and be responsible as primary
provider of customer service
for application related issues
and opportunities by blending
technical skills with a reason-
able comprehension of the op-
erational department and their
information systems tools and
requirements. Apply at
https://bozemanhealth.wd1.my
workdayjobs.com/en-
US/BozemanHealthCareers
#R13507.

prestigious Montana Arts Council
Performing Arts Fellowship, has cre-
ated an enchanting multimedia pro-
duction that delights audiences of
all ages, featuring magical costumes,
engaging choreography, imaginative
sea creatures, and stunning project-
ed ocean imagery. The compelling
score by former Hartford Ballet con-
ductor Daniel Parker is interwoven
with Robert Worobec’s moving nar-
ration of the Hans Christian
Andersen fairy tale (in its original
form, not the Disney version).

Joining YBC dancers are alum-
na Fiona Lee as the Little Mermaid
and Marko Mikov of Milwaukee
Ballet as the Prince. Ms. Lee
originated the role in 2015 after
earning a scholarship to the presti-
gious School of American Ballet in
New York City, and now performs
with the world-renowned Royal
Danish Ballet.

Each child attending The Little
Mermaid will receive a complimen-
tary seashell. Following the per-
formance, families are invited to
take photos of their children in
themed costumes — such as Little
Nemo or starfish — alongside the
Little Mermaid and a host of sea
creatures. ®
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Passion & power collide in Opera

Opera Montana is set to present
Giacomo Puccini’s famed drama
Tosca carly this month.
Performances will take place May 7th
through May 10th. Thursday, Friday
and Saturday shows begin
at 7pm, with a Sunday matinee to fol-
low at 3pm. All will be held at
Downtown Bozeman’s Ellen Theatre.

Tosca is a gripping opera set in
Rome during the turmoil of the
Napoleonic era, blending romance,
political intrigue, and high-stakes
drama. At its center is the passionate
singer Iloria Tosca, her lover Mario
Cavaradossi, and the menacing Baron
Scarpia, whose abuse of power drives
the story toward tragedy.

Shane turns

Local thespians return to the
Livingston stage with a trip to the
mythical realm this month. The
Shane Lalani Center for the Arts
invites audiences on an epic, high-
energy adventure with The Lightning
Thief: The Percy Jackson Musical
with performances running from May
Ist through May 17th.

When 16-year-old Percy Jackson
discovers he’s the half-blood son of
Poseidon, he’s thrust into a world of
gods, monsters, and epic quests. With
danger at every turn, Percy must
embrace his destiny and learn what it
truly means to be a hero.

Adapted from Rick Riordan’s
best-selling novel and featuring an
electrifying rock score, The Lightning
Thief 1s a thrilling saga for gods,
demigods, and mortals alike. Brought
to life with imaginative costumes, bold

As Cavaradossi aids an escaped
political prisoner, Scarpia uses decep-
tion and cruelty to manipulate Tosca,
exploiting her jealousy and devotion.
The tension escalates through betray-
al, torture, and moral conflict, with
Tosca ultimately forced into an impos-
sible choice to save the man she loves.

The opera is renowned for its
intense emotional pacing and
unforgettable music, including arias
like “Vissi d’arte,” which capture
Tosca’s inner turmoil. In the end,
Puccini delivers a devastating conclu-
sion, where love and sacrifice
collide in a final act of desperation
and defiance.

Under the stage direction of

props, special effects, and stage illu-
sions, this show transforms the Dulcie
Theatre into a mythological

world, resonating with audiences

of all ages.

The production features a cast of
twenty-four local performers, ages 13
to 17, who have spent months bring-
ing this story to life — rehearsing a
dynamic score, learning choreogra-
phy, and mastering stage combat.
Accompanied by a rock band featur-
ing members of Meridian, the result
is a performance full of heart, humor,
and heroic energy.

“The dedication these young
artists have brought to this process has
been extraordinary,” says Director
and Choreographer Andrew Reichert.
“They’ve poured themselves into
every moment of this show; and it’s
something really special. We can’t

Benjamin Wayne Smith, 7osca fea-
tures a robust cast of performers and
choral artists with the help of a tal-
ented backstage creative team.

Tickets for these performances are
available for purchase now. To reserve
seats for Tosca, or any other upcoming
performance, visit www.operamon-
tana.org.

Opera Montana, established
in 1978, enriches the cultural
landscape through the powerful
artistry of opera. Committed to fos-
tering appreciation and accessibility,
the local nonprofit showcases excep-
tional performances, nurtures emerg-
ing talent and engages diverse audi-
ences. ®

stage into mythical world

wait to share the magic with this com-
munity.”

The Lightning Thief runs weekends
from May 1st—17th. Performances
take place in the Dulcie Theatre.
Show times are Iridays and Saturdays
at 7:30pm, with Sunday matinees to
follow at 3pm. A special Thursday
show is set for May 14th at 7:30pm.
Tickets are $25 for adults, $19 for
seniors/students/educators/veterans,
and $13 for youth 17 & under. Make
reservations at www.theshanecen-
ter.org or call the box office at (406)
222-1420. Concessions available.

The Lightning Thief is generously
sponsored by the Livingston Tourism
Business Improvement District,
Basecamp Supply & Construction,
Livingston HealthCare, Yellowstone
Valley Lodge & Grill, and Carol
Lalani in Memory of Sal Lalani. ¢

Jaguars & drama among BFS titles

Bozeman Film Society continues
its latest season with a special screen-
ing of documentary, Borderlands
Jaguar. The event will be held at
Downtown Bozeman’s Ellen Theatre
on Wednesday, May 13th. The film
begins at 7:30pm, followed by a
Q&A with Northern Jaguar Project
Assistant Director Cholla Rose Duir.

From Fin & Furs Films (7he
American Southwest, The River and the
Wall, Unbranded) comes Borderlands
Jaguar. In the rugged landscapes of
the American Southwest, a ghost
returns. In their latest stunning doc-
umentary, Director Ben Masters and
the Northern Jaguar Project team
follow the elusive big cat as it quietly
reclaims its place along the U.S.
Mexico border, revealing a powerful
story of survival, coexistence, and
hope.

Through stunning imagery and
intimate storytelling, this film cap-
tures the fragile balance between

Catch flick of choice with

Downtown Bozeman’s Ellen
Theatre will present an upcoming
film screenings variety this
month. Gather friends and loved
ones for some popcorn and the
following titles.

First up is supernatural folk-
horror thriller The Wolf and
the Lamb on Saturday, May 16th,
at 7pm. Filmed in Montana, a
Q&A with Director Michael
Schift will follow the screening.
All seats are $9.

In an 1870s Montana Territory
mining camp, widowed school-
teacher Jo Beckett’s world unravels
when her son Henry vanishes —
and returns as something mon-
strous. As Jo grapples with Henry’s
blood lust and a string of brutal
murders shakes the town, she sus-

wilderness and human boundaries
and the wild spirit that refuses to dis-
appear. Rated PG, the film runs 57
minutes.

Following on Wednesday, May
27th, Steven Soderbergh’s art world
drama The Christophers screens at
The Ellen. The film begins at
7:30pm.

A mainstay of the London art
scene since his starry breakout in the
creative explosion of the 1960s,
Julian Sklar (Ian McKellen) has drift-
ed into a cluttered, self-imposed
seclusion. His two estranged children
(James Corden, Jessica Gunning)
enlist Lort (Michaela Coel), a young
painter and sometime-forger, to pose
as a prospective assistant and gain
access to a fabled series of unfin-
ished canvases Julian has buried
deep in his home studio, in a decep-
tive bid to secure an inheritance for
themselves. Rated R, the film runs
100 minutes.

pects the evil haunting them is
closer than anyone dares to
believe. To save what remains of
her world, Jo confronts a darkness
that hides in plain sight — and
destroy it with faith and fire.

Following on Friday, May 22nd,
space drama The Martian lights
up the big screen at 7:30pm. All
seats are $9.

From the imaginative mind of
Andy Weir, author of New York
Times bestselling novel Project Hail
Mary, this cinema classic blends
real science with gripping story-
telling, making it a must-see for
sci-fi fans and newcomers alike.
When astronaut Mark Watney
(Damon) is stranded alone on
Mars, he must rely on his ingenu-
ity, resilience, and a bit of humor

“With Ian McKellen in superbly
crotchety form and Michaela Coel
exuding chilly cunning; it’s further
proof that Soderbergh remains one
of American cinema’s most inim-
itable, and adventurous, auteurs.” —
The Daily Beast

Also announced, the inaugural
Bozeman Film Festival is coming
to the screens of downtown this fall.
The series is set for October 8th—
11th and will feature four days of
film, conversation and community.
Visit the event website for additional
information and ticketing access.
Stay tuned for details.

Borderlands Jaguar and The
Christophers screen May 13th and
27th, respectively, at The Ellen.
Wine, beer and concessions will be
available prior to the events. Find
ticketing access and learn more
about the current scason at
www.bozemanfilmsociety.org —

and Keep ‘Em Flickering! ¢

Ellen films

to stay alive long enough for a
daring rescue mission. Experience
this epic journey on the big

screen and celebrate the power of
human determination in one of
the most beloved space adventures
of our time.

Enjoy Western lifestyle docu-
mentary Bitterbrush on Saturday,
May 23rd, at 7:30pm. All seats
are §9.

This sweeping and meditative
film follows two women, Hollyn
Patterson and Colie Moline, as
they spend a season herding cattle
in the rugged mountains of Idaho
— accompanied only by their dogs
and the vast surrounding land-
scape. Directed by Emelie
Mahdavian, Butterbrush is both an
intimate portrait of friendship and

Follies kick off with
anticipated new season

The laughs are set for their
return to Virginia City’s historic
H.S. Gilbert Brewery as a bookend
to the spring thaw. Beginning May
22nd, the Brewery Follies settle in
for another summer season of jokes
and hijinks. The TFollies will host
performances Friday and Saturday
at 8pm, with additional weekend
matinees at 4pm on Saturday and
Sunday.

Performed in a building dating
back to 1863, Montana’s first brew-
ery, the long-running summer tradi-
tion blends the charm of a pre-
served Old West setting with the
energy of a modern cabaret. Since
its founding in 1984, the Tollies has
become a cornerstone of the town’s
entertainment scene, offering visi-
tors a uniquely immersive experi-
ence where history and humor
collide in an intimate, lively
atmosphere.

At its core, the Brewery Follies is
a fast-paced musical revue packed
with comedy sketches, song paro-
dies, and sharp satire. The perform-
ers deliver a constantly evolving
show that pokes fun at current
events, politics, and everyday life,
often through exaggerated charac-
ters and clever impersonations.
Equal parts vaudeville, burlesque,

and sketch comedy, the production
thrives on its irreverent tone — fre-
quently pushing boundaries with
double entendre and tongue-in-
cheek humor while keeping audi-
ences laughing from start to finish.
While the setting may evoke a
quaint frontier town, the humor is
decidedly modern... and not always
family friendly. Known for its bold,
sometimes risqué style, the Brewery
Tollies embraces a “no topic is off-
limits” philosophy that appeals to
adult audiences looking for some-
thing a little edgier. Paired with
local Montana brews and the con-
vivial spirit of a shared live per-
formance, the show has earned a
reputation as a must-see summer
attraction, one that leaves audiences
entertained, surprised, and often
laughing long after the curtain falls.
The Brewery Follies® 2026 Season
begins May 22nd and runs into
September. Showtime is at 8pm,
Friday and Saturday, with 4pm
matinees on Saturday and Sunday
afternoons. Reservations are
required with online ticketing access
at www.breweryfollies.net or by
calling (800) 829-2969, ext. 3. This
comedy show will keep you talking
for days! Due to mature content,
parental guidance is suggested.

All about local biz with
Chamber functions

The spring sunshine has returned
to the Gallatin Valley with the bril-
liant shades of a new season to
enjoy. Bozeman Area Chamber of
Commerce continues to host month-
ly gatherings designed for trade pro-
fessionals in and around town.

Another edition of Business
Before Hours is set for Thursday,
May 7th, from 7:30-8:30am. The
event will be hosted by The Baxter
Hotel at their location, 105 W Main
St., in Bozeman. The historic down-
town landmark currently serves as a
social and event hub, with plans
underway to restore it into an
upscale boutique hotel with a target
opening sometime next year.

Next up is a Business &
Community Conversation on
Wednesday, May 13th. A Healthcare
& Mental Wellness Panel will be held
from 11:30am—1pm. Attendees will
learn more about the state of
healthcare in Gallatin County, as
well as communication between the
medical and business communities.
Representatives from Billings Clinic
Bozeman, Bozeman Health,
Intermountain Health, Rimrock
Foundation and Shodair Children’s
Hospital will be on hand to present.
The forum will take place at
Riverside Country Club. Members
pay $32 for this presentation.

Register for Business Lunch
Seminar entitled Smarter Marketing,
Not More Marketing: Top “Ien Basics_for
Small Businesses on Wednesday, May
20th, from 11:30am—1pm. Join for
an informative session designed for
local proprietors who want clarity,
focus and marketing decisions that
support the business instead of run-
ning it. Madeline Clevenger, owner
of MClevenger Consulting, will
present. The forum will take place at
the Chamber Center. Members pay
$32 for this presentation.

Also on May 20th, SpringHull
Suites Bozeman will host the next
Business During Hours event
from 4-6pm. It will be held at their
location, 1601 Baxter Ln, in
Bozeman. The modern, all-suite
hotel offers spacious studio-style
accommodations with separate liv-
ing areas, pool and fitness center,
conveniently located near downtown
with easy access to Yellowstone.

Bozeman Chamber gatherings
and other forums provide a business
networking outlet for members and
others. Visit www.bozemancham-
ber.com to register for any of these
events and to learn more. Event
admission may be included with
membership. The Chamber Center
is located at 2000 Commerce Way
in Bozeman. ¢

a reflection on transition, as its
subjects confront an uncertain
future while immersed in a
demanding and vanishing way of
life. At once breathtaking and
deeply human, the film captures
the quiet rhythms of work, soli-
tude, and connection in the mod-
ern American West.

Late this month, endearing
family flick Because of Winn-
Dixie screens at 3pm on Sunday;,
May 31st. All seats are $8.

When 10-year-old Opal moves
to a small Florida town with her
preacher father, she feels lonely
and out of place. Everything
changes when she adopts a scruffy,
big-hearted dog she names Winn-
Dixie. Through their adventures,
Opal forms unexpected friend-

ships, mends strained relationships,
and discovers the power of kind-
ness, forgiveness, and community.
This film explores themes of
loneliness, grief, and belonging —
including difficult topics like
parental absence and addiction —
with warmth, humor, and compas-
sion. At its heart, Because of Winn-
Dixie is a touching story about how
unexpected friendships and a car-
ing community can help heal
hearts and bring people together.
Concessions will be sold in the
lobby one hour before each event.
Ticketing and further information
about these and other upcoming
happenings is available at
www.theellentheatre.org. For
additional inquiries, call the box

office at (406) 585-5885. ¢
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