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Alongside its famed Siebel 
Dinosaur Complex, Museum of  the 
Rockies offers visitors a new chang-
ing exhibition to engage with in the 
new year. FROGS: A Chorus of 
Colors opens February 6th. A mem-
bers-only preview event will be held 
the evening prior. Here’s a closer 
look at what’s in store. 

Leap into a vibrant, multisensory 
world of  live frogs from around the 
globe! Discover singing, camou-
flaged, and wildly colorful frogs in 
habitats filled with live plants and 

rainforest vibes. Play with hands-on 
interactives, trigger real frog calls, 
and get nose-to-nose with nature’s 
most surprising superstars. 

Explore every side of  these amaz-
ing amphibians – their biology, natu-
ral history, role in human cultures, 
importance to ecosystems, and the 
threats they face in a changing world. 
This immersive adventure is fun, fas-
cinating, and ribbit-ing for all ages. 

And mark your calendars! The 
5th annual Dinosaurs & MOR! 
Festival takes over the museum late 

next month. Explore the fascinating 
world of  dinosaurs with expert pre-
sentations, family friendly workshops 
and passport stations, a special din-
ner and much more. The Festival will 
take place March 27th–29th. Find 
additional information and ticketing 
access through the host website. Stay 
tuned for details. 

MOR is open from 9am–5pm 
daily. For more information about 
these exhibits and other museum 
happenings, visit www.museu-
moftherockies.org. •
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Symphony’s free 
Community Concert 
returns

Full-hearted auction benefits Reach Inc
Celebrating its sixth decade of  

service to the Gallatin Valley com-
munity, Reach Inc. once again pres-
ents its annual art auction benefit at 
The Commons with an in-person 
showcase featuring the work of  local 
artists and makers. The 15th annual 
Have a Heart Art Auction will be 
held Saturday, February 7th begin-
ning at 6:30pm. 

The event will include both live 
and silent auction featuring art from 
the Bozeman area and beyond. All 
participating artists have agreed to 

donate one hundred percent of  art 
sales to support Reach and the 
adults with developmental disabili-
ties they serve. While warm weather 
may not be available, warm hearts 
will abound at this lively celebration 
of  community and creativity. 

Auction admission is $40 with 
delicious appetizers and refresh-
ments available to event-goers. 
Purchase tickets and participate in 
the bidding by registering at 
ReachArt2026.givesmart.com 
where you can preview all auction 

items. Event dress is business casual. 
Established in 1974, Reach Inc. 

has grown to serve numerous clients 
in need. They support people 18 
years or older who are diagnosed 
with an intellectual disability by  
providing residential, vocational, 
and transportation services. With  
its vocational Work Center, full- 
service residential facilities, and a 
growing fleet of  vehicles, Reach  
provides substantial community sup-
port for adults with developmental 
disabilities. •

Shane screens riveting indie thriller
The Livingston Film Series will 

present the next in its free screening 
series with Abroad on Thursday, 
February 12th. The film begins at 
7pm at the Shane Lalani Center for 
the Arts. 

Abroad is a gripping, low-budget 
indie thriller that keeps you on the 
edge of  your seat. Despite its modest 
production, the film excels in creating 
tension with its tight script and clever 
pacing. 

The lead actor’s performance is 
impressive, particularly in portraying 

a character consumed by obsession 
with great subtlety. The minimalistic 
set design and dark lighting enhance 
the eerie atmosphere, emphasizing 
feelings of  isolation and unease. While 
the film occasionally relies on familiar 
clichés, it more than makes up for it 
with clever twists and a suspenseful, 
satisfying conclusion. 

While Abroad may lack the flashy 
visuals of  big-budget thrillers, it more 
than compensates with its smart story-
telling and intense atmosphere. It’s a 
must-watch for fans of  tension-filled 

mysteries. 
Continuing its latest season of  

screening independent features, docu-
mentaries, local films and vintage clas-
sics, doors open at 6:30pm with 
screenings to follow at 7pm. 
Admission is free, but donations are 
gratefully accepted. Concessions avail-
able. For more information, please 
visit www.theshanecenter.org. 

The Livingston Film Series is gen-
erously sponsored by Marilyn Clotz & 
Mary Ann Bearden and Donald B. 
Gimbel. •

Montana Shakespeare in the 
Parks invites the community to 
attend a FREE performance of  
their spring Montana Shakes! 
program, Good in Everything, 
an original play based on As You 
Like It, directed by Matt Foss. 

The event is set for Monday, 

February 16th, at Christus 
Collegium in Bozeman. Doors 
will open at 12:45pm before the 
1pm performance. Seating is first-
come, first-served. Run time is 45 
minutes will be followed by a 
post-show talkback with the 
actors. Created for grades K-6, 

families are sure to delight in this 
interactive, fun play! 

No outside food or drink is 
allowed, aside from water bottles. 
A parking holiday permit has 
been approved by the City, so 
people may park along the street 
without being ticketed. 

A special thank you to 
Christus Collegium for hosting 
this special community event, and 
to Thrive for acting as presenting 
sponsor. 

The Montana Shakes! pro-
gram brings interactive, original 
plays based on Shakespeare’s 

plays to 60 elementary schools 
each spring. The plays introduce 
Shakespeare to young people in a 
way that is based on engagement 
and not apprehension. Learn 
more about the program at 
www.shakespearein 
theparks.org. •

From MSU News Service 
From Vietnamese pho to Greek 

halloumi flatbread to French crepes, 
there will be something for everyone 
at Montana State University’s annu-
al International Food Bazaar on 
Wednesday, February 18th. 

The event will be held in MSU’s 
Miller Dining Commons and 
Rendezvous Dining Pavilion from 
4:30 to 7:30pm. It is open to the 
public and requires paid admission 

to the dining halls. 
Adult admission is $17 for entry 

into one dining hall or $25 for both 
dining halls. Admission for children 
ages 5-13 is $15; children up to age 
4 are admitted free. Students with 
residential meal plans can access the 
bazaar by swiping their CatCard, as 
they would for a standard meal. 

Culinary staples from more than 
25 countries will be represented at 
the bazaar. MSU Culinary Services 

will prepare food for the event, 
which is put on with the support of  
the MSU Office of  International 
Programs to celebrate the universi-
ty’s diverse student body. 

“The International Food Bazaar 
is a fantastic opportunity to bring 
people together through a shared 
experience – food – while celebrat-
ing the cultural and culinary tradi-
tions of  our many wonderful inter-
national students,” said Sally 

Mudiamu, dean of  global engage-
ment and international programs at 
MSU. “The event embodies our 
international mission of  ‘bringing 
Montana to the world and the world 
to Montana.’ We hope to foster con-
versation, curiosity and meaningful 
cross-cultural exchange through this 
decades-long tradition on campus.” 

Miller Dining Commons will fea-
ture cuisine from Thailand, 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Philippines, 

Indonesia, Argentina, Turkey, 
Greece, Brazil, Iran, India and 
Pakistan. 

Rendezvous Dining Pavilion will 
feature dishes from Germany, Nepal,
Ethiopia, Italy, China, Tanzania, 
Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Morocco, 
France, Sri Lanka and South Korea. 

For questions or additional infor-
mation, visit 
www.montana.edu/internation-
al/foodbazaar.html. •

The Bozeman Symphony will 
present its annual free Community 
Concert featuring Dan Brown’s 
Wild Symphony on Saturday, 
February 21st, at the Willson 
Auditorium. Conducted by Music 
Director Norman Huynh and nar-
rated by Riley O’Toole, Associate 
Artistic Director of  Montana 
Shakespeare in the Parks, the pro-
gram is designed for children ages 
5–12 and provides an engaging 
introduction to orchestral music 
for audiences of  all ages. 

Wild Symphony brings nearly two 
dozen musical portraits from the 
animal kingdom to life on stage 
and is quickly becoming a modern 
children’s classic. Audiences will 
journey from the joyful rhythms of  
“Bouncing Kangaroo,” to the 
mysterious melodies of  
“Wondrous Whale,” and the hair-
raising harmonies of  “Brilliant 
Bat.” The music is inspired by 
Brown’s New York Times bestselling 
children’s book of  the same name, 
which features vibrant illustrations 
that complement the score. 

Concertgoers are encouraged 
to come dressed as their favorite 
animal or those from Wild 
Symphony: Mouse, Woodbird, 
Kangaroo, Kittens, Ray, Hippo, 
Frogs, Ostrich, Armadillo, Boar, 
Ponies, Whale, Cheetah, Elephant, 
Rat, Beetles, Spiders, Bat, Swan 
and Cricket. 

Brown, best known as the #1 
New York Times bestselling author 
of  The Da Vinci Code, reveals 
another side of  his creativity as a 
lifelong musician and composer. 
Wild Symphony reflects his early 
inspiration from beloved works 
such as Peter and the Wolf, The 
Carnival of  the Animals and The 
Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra. 

Also returning to the 
Community Concert this year is 

the Bozeman Symphony’s 
Instrument Petting Zoo, offered 
before, between, and after each 
performance. Young attendees can 
explore orchestral instruments up 
close with the help of  knowledge-
able “instrument zookeepers.” 
Children will have the chance to 
touch instruments, learn proper 
holding techniques, identify instru-
ment families, and even try mak-
ing music themselves. 

“For more than 30 years, the 
Bozeman Symphony has present-
ed free community concerts to 
inspire young people and create 
opportunities for everyone to 
experience the joy of  symphonic 
music,” said Executive Director 
Jacob Blaser. “These performances 
often spark a child’s interest in 
playing an instrument, creating a 
ripple effect that uplifts and unites 
generations. It’s one of  the most 
rewarding ways we fulfill our  
mission.” 

Two public performances of  
Wild Symphony will take place on 
Saturday, Feb. 21st, at 10:30am 
and 1pm at the Willson 
Auditorium in Downtown 
Bozeman. In addition, all area 
fourth graders will attend a special 
concert on Thursday, Feb. 19th. 

These events are made possible 
through the generous support of  
sponsors Calum & Tricia 
DeSouza, Bob & Donna Ritchie, 
Bruce and Kimberlie Jodar, and 
the Arne & Steffi Siegel 
Endowment of  the Montana 
Community Foundation. The 
Bozeman Symphony also thanks 
Eckroth Music for providing 
instruments and staff  for the 
Instrument Petting Zoo. 

Admission is free, but tickets 
are required. Reserve seats at 
www.bozemansymphony.org 
or call (406) 585-9774. •

PK features Venezuelan tour, Montana music venues
In a timely presentation, 

Bozeman oncologist and Venezuela 
native William Conkright will show-
case his country’s natural beauty, 
culture and history at back-to-back 
presentations this month. 

Conkright is one of  eleven pre-
senters at the next PechaKucha 
Night(s). The events will be held at 
Downtown Bozeman’s Ellen Theatre 
on Wednesday and Thursday, 
February 18th and 19th. Both shows 

begin at 6:40pm and feature the 
same lineup of  speakers each night. 

Much natural beauty can be 
found right in our own state. Matt 
Peters will give us a tour of  some of  
Montana’s greatest venues for music, 
ranging from Pine Creek Lodge, to a 
9,000-person forest oasis. 

Of  course, beauty is in the eyes 
of  the beholder, or so the saying 
goes. Few have ever imagined need-
ing to wear a prosthetic eye in a cul-

ture where eye contract is so impor-
tant. But Melissa Butynski will intro-
duce us to the surprisingly hilarious 
and evolving world of  ocular pros-
thetics, which offer a novel means of  
self-expression. 

Sometimes you just need to get 
away from it all, and Karen May has 
the perfect vehicle – a 1949 
International Harvester pick-up 
truck she calls “Rusty.” Karen will 
describe the two-year process of  
bringing Rusty back to life and the 
many adventures she and Rusty have 
shared. 

In keeping with this “retro” 
theme, Ron Harms will recount his 
life as a country doctor in northern 
Wisconsin and give an old timer’s 
perspective on healthcare today. 

Auctioneering is another profes-

sion that has changed greatly over 
the years. Craig Mandeville, who 
grew up in the auction business, will 
trace its history from Babylonian 
time to eBay. 

Dog mushing also reminds us of  
a bygone era. Lisa Trankley will tell 
of  her unique and humorous strug-
gles racing a small sprint team in the 
1990s. 

This PechaKucha features two 
presentations that focus on raising 
children outside of  the traditional 
school. Jamie Hetherington will 
recall the story of  Victor, “the wild 
boy” of  Aveyron discovered in the 
forests of  Southern France circa 
1800. The boy, once dismissed as 
“hopeless,” became the subject of  a 
landmark experiment that would for-
ever change the landscape of   

education. 
Here in Bozeman, many parents 

continue to look for new approaches 
to educate their children. Ciera 
Krinke will explore why the school 
day feels misaligned for so many 
families. She argues that  
understanding the origins of  schools 
helps us rethink what learning could 
look like. 

It’s not just children who can 
benefit from a new approach. Tricia 
Williamson, a school counselor for 
20 years, helped create Felines and 
Foliage for Fulfillment (4F), a non-
profit that partners with local thera-
pists to refer clients to “cat enrich-
ment sessions” and pairs people to 
work on gardening projects. 

Gardening is close to Tori 
Pintar’s heart as well. Two years ago,
Tori and her husband began con-
verting their turf  grass into raised 
vegetable gardens and perennial 
drought tolerant plant beds. Like 
any DIY project, it took much 
longer than anticipated, cost more, 
and gave them far more than  
tomatoes, including some  
unexpected visitors. 

Terry Cunningham, who just 
completed his term as Bozeman’s 
mayor, will serve as emcee of  this 
PK Night, which is sponsored by 
Gallatin Valley Earth Day. Tickets 
are available at www.theellenthe-
atre.com for $9 (including facility 
fee). Students may purchase tickets 
at the door for $5.50. 

PechaKucha (peh-chak-cha) 
offers anyone with a passion or a 
vision – designers, artists, inventors, 
architects, adventurers, entrepre-
neurs – an opportunity to share their
ideas with the community during a 
fast-paced, friendly social get-togeth-
er. There’s just one catch: presenters 
have only 20 slides x 20 seconds 
each, a total of  6 minutes,  
40 seconds! •
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Montana Shakes! presents special performance  

Montana State University brings tastes of the world to campus



The Bozeman 
Doc Series contin-
ues on Thursday, 
February 5th, at the 
Emerson Center for 
the Arts & Culture, 
with the Montana 
premiere of  the 
award-winning new 
doc, Remaining 
Native. The film 
screens at 7pm. 

Ku Stevens, a 
17-year-old Native American runner 
living on the Yerington Paiute reser-
vation in northwest Nevada, hopes 
that his dream school, the University 
of  Oregon, will recognize his talent 
and recruit him. But as Ku trains, he 
confronts unreconciled emotions as 
he recalls his great-grandfather 
Frank Quinn’s story. 

At only 8 years old, Quinn ran 
50 miles across desert to escape an 
Indian boarding school. That jour-
ney becomes interwoven with Ku’s 
own ambition to not only run a col-
legiate-qualifying time but to con-
nect past, present and future. Ku 
sets his sights on recreating his 
great-grandfather’s flight to free-
dom, as the young athlete embraces 

his Native identity and runs with it, 
reconnecting with his family history. 

“Utterly absorbing... both an 
inspiring coming-of-age story and 
impactful history lesson.” – Variety 

Following at 7pm on Sunday, 
February 22nd, at the Emerson, 
enjoy the Montana premiere of  the 
Sundance Grand Jury Award winner 
and currently Best Documentary 
Oscar-shortlisted new film, Seeds. 

Interweaving the stories of  three 
Black generational farmers to create 
a collective and intimate portrait of  
farming today, Seeds is a moving and 
powerful exploration of  their lives, 
joys and struggles as well as the 
fragility of  legacy and owning land. 

With remarkable intimacy, the 
film documents their everyday lives 

– cotton harvesting, 
chasing cows, deal-
ing with broken 
machinery, and 
financial precarities. 
The camera relishes 
simple moments – 
conversations 
through car win-
dows, candy from 
grandma’s purse as 
it captures moments 
of  warmth, joy, and 

fulfillment – turning them into strik-
ing vignettes that honor the families’ 
connection to the land and each 
other. 

“A remarkable portrait of  
America’s oldest Black farmers and 
the resilience they exhibit... an 
incredibly rewarding journey, a film 
indebted to the past that feels bril-
liantly alive.” – Indiewire 

Doors open at 6:30pm. Tickets 
are available at the door or before 
the show online at www.bozeman-
docseries.org, where you can also 
buy Season Passes and 7-film punch 
cards, learn more about the series, 
and view trailers for upcoming films. 
The series will continue every other 
week through April. •

The Downtown Bozeman 
Association, downtown merchants 
and restaurants are proud to present 
Winter Crazy Days 2026. 
Featuring countless merchants, it’s 
the biggest and best seasonal sale – 
set this year for Friday through 
Sunday, February 20th–22nd with 
deals each day (participant hours 
may vary). 

Whether you’ve been eyeing that 
ski jacket all season, plan to revel in 
a date night outing with your sweet-
heart or just want to score some 
great deals, Downtown Bozeman 
will have something for everyone on 
this fun weekend of  local shopping. 
Find special dine-in and take-out 
menus and the best deals on winter 

merchandise. 
This event is FREE and open to 

the public, and will go on snow or 
shine. Please visit www.down-

townbozeman.org for details 
about what to expect from this 
year’s offerings, as well as informa-
tion about participating businesses. 

Annual DBA special events 

include: the Christmas Stroll, Bridal 
Walk, Crazy Days, Art Walk series, 
Music on Main, Cruisin’ on Main 
car show, and many more. The 
DBA also administers the 
Downtown Dollars program and 
several other downtown enhance-
ment programs. 

A member of  the Downtown 
Bozeman Partnership, the purpose 
of  the Downtown Bozeman 
Association (DBA) is to promote 
Downtown Bozeman as a center of  
business, culture and entertainment; 
to conduct and promote activities 
and events that build a strong local 
economy; and to contribute to the 
well-being, growth and vitality of  
Downtown Bozeman. •

Verge goes sci-fi for next 
original production

Oscar season takes over BFS calendar
Bozeman Film Society contin-

ues its latest season with a screen-
ing of  Jordan’s official selection for 
the 98th Academy Awards, All 
That’s Left of You. The event will 
be held at Downtown Bozeman’s 
Rialto Theater on Wednesday, 
February 11th. Directed by 
Cherien Dabis, the film will screen 
at 6:45pm. 

In the Occupied West Bank of  
the 1980s, a Palestinian teenager is 
swept into a protest that changes 
the course of  his family’s life. 
Reeling from its aftermath, his 
mother, Hanan, shares the story 
that led them to that fateful 
moment. Spanning seven decades, 
this epic drama traces the hopes 
and heartaches of  one uprooted 
family, revealing not only the scars 

of  displacement, but the unbreak-
able spirit of  survival. 

Presented in Arabic with subti-
tles. Not Rated, the film runs 145 
minutes. The New York Times 
Critics Pick was produced by Mark 
Ruffalo and Javier Bardem. 

Returning to the Ellen Theatre, 
critical darling Hamnet screens on 
Tuesday, Feb. 17th. The film is 
Directed by Chloé Zhao whose 
2020 feature Nomadland secured 
her the Academy Award for Best 
Director as only the second 
woman to ever win in the category. 

Hamnet tells the powerful story 
of  love and loss that inspired the 
creation of  Shakespeare’s timeless 
masterpiece, Hamlet. 

After her son Hamnet dies, 
aged eleven, Agnes Shakespeare is 

struck with intense grief. As she 
mourns with her husband William, 
the pair struggle to come to terms 
with the frailty of  life and the 
ruthlessness of  the plague. Set in 
16th-century England, Agnes, a 
healer by trade, must find a way to 
move on with her life and provide 
for her other children. 

Hamnet was nominated in eight 
categories as part of  the 98th 
Academy Awards, including Best 
Film, Director and Actress. 
Starring Jessie Buckley and Paul 
Mescal, the film is Rated PG-13 
with a runtime of  125 minutes. 

Hosted by BFS, the annual 
Oscar-Nominated Shorts event 
will be held at the Ellen on Friday, 
Feb. 27th. The evening begins at 
7pm with an animation, documen-

tary and live-action triple feature. 
Showcasing the best short films 

from around the world, the always 
anticipated event presents feature-
length programs dedicated to each 
Academy Award Short. See host 
website for program information 
and ticketing access. 

All That’s Left of  You screens Feb. 
11th at the Rialto, before moving 

back to the Ellen for its screenings 
on Feb. 17th with Hamnet and the 
Oscar Shorts on Feb. 17th. Wine, 
beer and concessions will be avail-
able prior to the screenings. Find 
ticketing access and learn more 
about the current season at 
www.bozemanfilmsociety.org 
and Keep ‘Em Flickering! •

Think better business with Chamber 
events

The frigid winter elements are 
keeping many of  us indoors, allow-
ing plenty of  space to make a busi-
ness plan for Montana’s sunny sea-
son. Bozeman Area Chamber of  
Commerce continues to host 
monthly gatherings designed for 
trade professionals in and  
around town. 

Another edition of  Business 
Before Hours is set for Thursday, 
February 5th from 7:30–8:30am. 
The event will be hosted by Career 
Concepts at their location, 1336 
Stoneridge Dr., Unit 2, in Bozeman. 
The local recruiting and staffing 
agency works to connect the right 
candidate with the right job at the 
appropriate time with a personal-
ized approach. 

Next up is a Business & 
Community Conversation on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11th. A discussion 
about the State of  the City will be held 
from 11:30am–1pm. Attendees will 
learn more about a variety of  topics 
affecting our community. Mayor 

Joey Morrison and Deputy Mayor 
Douglas Fischer, both from the City 
of  Bozeman, will be on hand to 
present. The forum will take place 
at the Best Western Plus GranTree 
Inn. Members pay $32 for this pres-
entation. 

The latest 4:44 @ 4C follows 
Thursday, Feb. 12th, at Arctic Spas 
Bozeman from 4:44–6pm. They’re 
located at 81341 Gallatin Rd., Suite 
B, just south of  Four Corners. The 
local showroom features a selection 
of  hot tubs and spas that are of  the 
most energy efficient, longest lasting, 
and easiest to maintain in the world. 

Register for Business Lunch 
Seminar entitled Understanding Tax 
Credits & Other Incentives for Commercial 
Solar Projects on Wednesday, Feb. 
25th from 11:30am–1pm. Sam 
Atkins and Noah Herreid of  
Independent Power will present. 
Their presentation will explore the 
various credits, their deadlines and 
how to apply, as well as Montana’s 
C-PACE Loan Program and addi-

tional incentives. The forum will 
take place at the Chamber Center. 
Members pay $32 for this presenta-
tion. 

Also on Feb. 25th, EVEN Hotel 
will host the next Business 
During Hours event from 4–
6pm. It will be held at their loca-
tion, 406 Belgrade Blvd., near 
Bozeman Yellowstone 
International Airport. The mod-
ern, wellness-focused hotel offers 
comfortable rooms, fitness ameni-
ties, on-site dining, and a compli-
mentary airport shuttle – ideal for 
both business and leisure travelers. 

Bozeman Chamber gatherings 
and other forums provide a busi-
ness networking outlet for mem-
bers and others. Visit www.boze-
manchamber.com to register for 
any of  these events and to learn 
more. Event admission may be 
included with membership. The 
Chamber Center is located at 
2000 Commerce Way in 
Bozeman. •

Doc Series titles speak to  
0generational realitie

Wild weekend of sales returns to 
Downtown

Blue Slipper stages  
quietly powerful  
suburban story

The stage is set as Livingston’s 
Blue Slipper Theatre presents the 
next production in its new season 
with Pulitzer Prize-winning play-
wright David Auburn’s Summer, 
1976 this month. Performances are 
set for February 20th through 
March 1st. Friday and Saturday 
shows will begin at 7:30pm, with 
Sunday matinees to follow at 3pm. 
The local production is directed by 

Ron Judkins. 
Summer, 1976 is a poignant, inti-

mate two-character play about an 
unlikely friendship between two 
women in suburban Ohio during 
the summer of  America’s 
Bicentennial. One is a young, ideal-

istic artist seeking independence 
and creative purpose, the other is a 
devoted wife and mother quietly 
questioning the boundaries of  her 
own life. As their paths cross, the 
women form a deep and unexpect-
ed bond that challenges their 
assumptions about art, love, family 
and personal fulfillment. 

Told through direct address and 
shifting perspectives, the play blends 
humor, nostalgia and emotional 
depth to explore moments of  self-
discovery and the lasting impact of  
relationships that may only exist for 
a brief  season. Summer, 1976 is a 
tender reflection on growth, choice, 
and the small encounters that can 
alter the course of  a life. 

Tickets for Summer, 1976 are $20 
for general admission, or $15 for 
seniors/students/military and are 
available at 
www.blueslipper.org. Seating  
at the Blue Slipper, located at 113  
E Callender, is limited. Please  
call (406) 222-7720 for more  
nformation. •
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Verge Theater is delighted to 
present an unforgettable run of  the-
ater with The Curators at the 
Emerson Center for the Arts & 
Culture. Performances will be held 
February 20th through March 1st. 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
shows begin at 7pm, with a Sunday 
matinee to follow at 3pm. 

Verge presents a bold new sci-fi 
play about control, morality and 
the cost of  failure written by Olivia 
Olson and directed by Kyrie 
Dawson. Gallery Art provided by 
artist Adam Olson. 

In the mid-2400s, humanity gets 
one last chance – this time on 
Planet 6 Sirius. The Old World has 
collapsed under unequal nuclear 
power, global economic strikes, and 
the ensuing “war on capitalists.” 

Amid the smoldering ruins, the 
ruling coalition Fission Power 
Supply launches a final experi-
ment: its strongest legion and a 
crop of  human seeds are sent to 
colonize a distant planet. 

The mission: rebuild humanity, 
with values engineered to ensure 
success. The problem: who decides 
what makes us human? As power 
and memory compete, The Curators 
explores what emerges from the 
hope for renewal – and what rem-
nants of  the past inevitably follow. 

Tickets for The Curators are 
available for purchase now for 
$35. Visit 
www.vergetheater.com for 
reservations and further informa-
tion about educational opportuni-
ties for aspiring thespians. •

No day but today: famed musical comes to Shane, Ellen
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Local thespians return to the 
stages of  Livingston and Bozeman 
with a trip to 1980s New York late 
this month and into next. The 
Shane Lalani Center for the Arts 
presents a production of  Jonathan 
Larson’s RENT from February 27th 
through March 8th, before moving 
to The Ellen Theatre for perform-
ances from March 13th through 
March 22nd. 

Larson’s Tony and Pulitzer Prize-
winning masterpiece that revolution-

ized Broadway and captured the 
spirit of  a generation celebrates its 
30th anniversary this year. Set in 
New York’s East Village, RENT is a 
raw and exhilarating story about 
love, friendship, and finding your 
voice. This special production will 
appear in both Livingston and 
Bozeman – an anthem for living 
boldly in the now. 

Based on Puccini’s beloved opera 
La Bohème, RENT follows the ups and 
downs of  a year in the life of  a 

group of  impoverished, artistic 
friends living in Manhattan’s East 
Village. Mark, an aspiring filmmak-
er, struggles to find his place in the 
world; his roommate Roger, an HIV-
positive musician, wonders how he 
will leave his mark before he dies. 
Mimi and Angel look for true love as 
they face the harsh reality of  life as 
HIV-positive young people, while the 
businesslike Joanne seeks fidelity 
from her wild-child performance 
artist girlfriend Maureen. 

The group’s dreams, losses and 
love stories weave through the musi-
cal’s narration to paint a stunningly 
raw and emotional portrait of  the 
gritty bohemian world of  New York 
City in the late 1980s, under the 
shadow of  HIV/AIDS [Stage Agent]. 

RENT runs weekends from Feb. 
27th to March 22nd. Performances 
take place in the Shane’s Dulcie 
Theatre and Bozeman’s Ellen 
Theatre. Show times are Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30pm, with Sunday 

matinees to follow at 3pm. An addi-
tional 7:30pm performance will be 
held March 19th at the Ellen. 
Tickets are on sale now. Make reser-
vations through www.theshane-
center.org and www.theellenthe-
atre.com, or call the box office at 
(406) 222-1420 or (406) 585-5885. 

RENT is generously sponsored 
by the Sal & Carol Lalani 
Endowment, Livingston’s  
ACE Hardware, and Colin & 
Seabring Davis. •
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