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Locally inspired Irish tale screens in

Livingston

The Livingston Film Series will
present the next in its free screening
series with The Tinderbox on
Thursday, January 8th. The film
begins at 7pm at the Shane Lalani
Center for the Arts.

Based on the fairytale by Hans
Christian Andersen, The Tinderbox is
a comedy set in modern day Butte,
America, the most Irish City out-
side of Ireland. Johnny, a shell-
shocked Soldier returns from war
and falls in love with a beautiful girl
who is kept locked in a tower by her

MSU Library
open house

As the United States approaches
its semiquincentennial, MSU
Library has been reflecting on the
rich voices that have shaped and
reflected American life. In that spir-
it, “Read Across America” has
been chosen as the theme for the
2026 Open House.

MSU Library invites faculty,
staff, graduate students and commu-
nity members on a literary road trip
through the United States during
this year’s annual Open House. The
free event takes place from 3—6pm

paranoid father. Wracked by pover-
ty and mental illness, the Soldier
can only dream of ever being with
his love... Until one cold, dark night
when he discovers that the old tin-
derbox on his mantel will summon
an oversized, inebriated leprechaun
who can bring him anything he
desires in the twinkling of an eye.
Enjoy a post-film discussion
with Elizabeth Stonecipher who
wrote and directed The
Tinderbox including questions
from the audience.

hosts annual

on Monday, January 12th, at the
MSU Library.

From indigenous traditions to
immigrant experiences, from rural
outposts to urban cityscapes, from
journeys by bus, train, car and foot,
MSU Library and its open house
partners invite you to explore the
many stories, people, places and
journeys that span our vast country.

MSU Library and its Open
House partners will bring the “Read
Across America” theme to life
through décor and activities that cel-

Continuing its latest season of
screening independent features,
documentaries, local films and vin-
tage classics, doors open at 6:30pm
with screenings to follow at 7pm.
Admission is free, but donations are
gratefully accepted. Concessions
available. For more information,
please visit www.theshanecen-
ter.org.

The Livingston Film Series is
generously sponsored by Marilyn
Clotz & Mary Ann Bearden and
Donald B. Gimbel. ¢

themed

ebrate 250 years of American voic-
es. Guests can enjoy regionally
themed food, live music from
Woodsmoke Jazz, and learn about
the resources and services offered by
the MSU Library and its partners.
Attendees have the chance to win
door prizes by visiting partner tables.

The MSU Library Open House
is made possible thanks to generous
support from MSU Library, Friends
of MSU Library, and the MSU
Provost’s Office. RSVPs are not
required. ®

Film events highlight winter
adventure, fly fishing

Montana Backcountry Alliance,
in partnership with Arc’teryx
Equipment, welcomes winter recre-
ationists to the annual
Backcountry Film Festival this
month. The event will be held on
Thursday, January 15th, at the
Emerson Center for the Arts &
Culture. Films screen at 7pm.

Come out for the sweet films
chronicling our favorite winter pas-
times, skiing and boarding. Connect
with fellow skiers and riders. And
come out for the famous rafile,
including some big prize giveaways
from Arc’teryx, Big Sky Mountain
Products, Spire Climbing Gym
and more.

All proceeds assist Montana
Backcountry Alliance in its mission
to preserve quality, traditional,
human-powered winter recreation

experiences, reduce conflict, improve
opportunity and promote safety
among backcountry winter users in
Montana.

Following on Friday, January
23rd, the Fly Fishing Film Tour
reels in audiences at the Emerson as
part of its 20th anniversary event.
Films begin at 7pm.

This milestone year promises to
be a landmark event, as the tour
kicks off with a fresh collection of
the finest fly fishing films from across
the globe. Anglers, explorers, and
outdoor enthusiasts are invited to
experience this special edition of
the tour.

Featuring stunning cinematogra-
phy, compelling narratives, and
adrenaline-filled moments on the
water, the 20th Annual F8T is a trib-
ute to the spirit of adventure and

the enduring fly fishing culture that
has grown with the tour over the
past twenty years.

This year’s lineup dives deeper
than ever — spotlighting wild places,
inspiring conservation stories, and
the dedicated individuals who live
and breathe fly fishing. Whether
you're a lifelong angler or new to
the sport, the 2026 tour delivers a
cinematic journey that’s sure to cast
a lasting impression.

General admission tickets for the
Backcountry Film Festival and Fly
Fishing Film Tour are $18 and $25,
respectively, and available through
www.theemerson.org. Located at
111 S Grand Ave., the Emerson
Center for the Arts & Culture serves
as a primary resource for the arts,
arts education and cultural activities
in Southwest Montana. ¢

WMPAC brings culture to Big Sky

Big Sky’s Warren Miller
Performing Arts Center offers
Southwest Montana audiences plenty
of opportunities to experience live
stage entertainment this winter season.

Enjoy an evening of cowboy cul-
ture with “Such Is Life in the Far
West” on Saturday, January 10th.
The event begins at 7:30pm.

Western artists share contempo-
rary cowboy culture with stories,
music, poetry and more. All artists
are also working cowboys and
ranchers whose lives are deeply
entwined with the land, and will give
the audience a glimpse into contem-

porary life on the range and the art
it inspires. Audiences will hear from
Gail Steiger, Darrell Holden, Lara
Manzanares, R.P. Smith, and Brigid
and Johnny Reedy.

Delve into a catalog of soulful
jazz and R&B with a performance
by Michael Mayo on Saturday,
January 24th. Music starts at
7:30pm.

The multi-talented jazz vocalist,
composer and songwriter stuns audi-
ences with his harmonizing, beat-
boxing, and heartfelt crooning. The
Los Angeles-based phenomenon cre-
ates from the heart without filter or

EN
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pretense, allowing his voice to trans-
mit raw emotion above an ever-
evolving backdrop of jazz, neo-soul,
and R&B on his second full-length
LP, FLY.

The only winter edition of In a
Landscape: Classical Music in
the Wild comes to Big Sky on
Saturday, January 31st, and Sunday,
February Ist. The immersive experi-
ences begin at 3pm each afternoon.

Founded in 2016 by classical
pianist Hunter Noack, /n a Landscape
is the outdoor concert series where
America’s most stunning landscapes
replace the traditional concert hall.
A 1912 Steinway Model D concert
grand piano travels on a flatbed
trailer to awe-inspiring natural land-
scapes across the West, from nation-
al parks to urban oases.

For further information or
o purchase tickets for these perform-
ances and other upcoming events,
visit www.warrenmillerpac.org.

Docs profile Brazilian
activism, Mongolian

herders

On Thursday, January 8th, at the
Emerson Center for the Arts &
Culture, the Bozeman Doc Series
continues with the the Montana pre-
miere of the new documentary,
Yanuni. The film screens at 7pm.

A vivid cinematic portrait, Yanun:
tells the story of Juma Xipaia, an
Indigenous chief from the Brazilian
Amazon who rises from a remote
village in the jungle to being
appointed Brazil’s first Secretary of
Indigenous Rights. A fearless
defender of her people and the rain-
forest, Juma has survived multiple
assassination attempts while con-
fronting illegal gold miners, land-
grabbers, and multinational corpora-
tions threatening her ancestral land.
At her side is Hugo Loss, her hus-
band and the head of Special
Operations at IBAMA, Brazil’s envi-
ronmental protection agency. As
Juma fights on the political front,
Hugo leads dangerous operations
to dismantle illegal mining camps
deep in the Amazon — often under
armed threat.

As Juma navigates political
power, growing threats, and impend-
ing motherhood, she is forced to
confront the personal cost of resist-
ance. At once epic and intimate,
Yanuni is a powerful portrait of
resilience, love, Indigenous sover-
eignty, and the fight to protect the
world’s largest rainforest — for
future generations and the planet
we call home.

“A thrilling, romantic documen-
tary about Brazil’s fight for
Indigenous land... it captures a
hopetul, revolutionary spirit, but it
grounds these notions within the
poetry of nature, through some of
the most enrapturing, awe-inspiring
landscape photography... It’s the
kind of movie deserving of enor-
mous canvases like full-frame Imax...
but its ultimate goals are emotionally
intimate.” — Variety

“Timely... an inspiring portrait of
two remarkable environmental advo-
cates and their urgent fight to defend
indigenous land and sovereignty...
The world may never free itself of
corrupt leaders, or the careless
opportunists who follow them like
parasites. Which means that not
only do we need more activists like
Juma and Hugo, we need to know
more about them, too. Yanuni is an
ideal place to begin.” — The Wrap

Tollowing on Sunday, January
25th, at the Emerson, the Doc Series
presents its next screening with the

Montana premiere of the new docu-
mentary, [ron Winter. It also
screens at 7pm.

In Mongolia’s coldest valley,
horses mean life. But in the Iron
Winter, nothing can survive alone.
For countless generations, the
herders of the Tsakhir Valley have
protected their horses from ferocious
arctic storms by amassing a giant
winter herd, nominating their
bravest young men to protect it. The
daring tradition served as a brutal
coming of age ritual, until five years
ago, when under increasing environ-
mental pressure, it abruptly ended.
Fearful about the loss of culture, eld-
ers soon vowed to revive it. And two
young friends were handed the
daunting responsibility to not only
protect the valley’s herd — but to save
its most sacred practice. For four
months, the boys battle Mongolia’s
deadliest winter on record, testing
friendship and faith in a fight to
keep 2000 horses alive, and preserve
an ancient way of life.

Iron Winter has screened at festi-
vals around the world, winning sev-
eral awards including the Grand
Prize at the recent Banff Mountain
Film Festival.

“Draws us into the intimate
world of two Mongolian herders
braving relentless cold and prowling
wolves in a stark, unforgiving land-
scape. Crafted with gentle precision
and stunning imagery, the story grips
viewers, urging reflection on climate
change, migration, and the resilience
of culture at civilization’s edge. An
outstanding cinematic achievement.”
— Banft Mountain Film Festival

“Director Kasimir Burgess spent
months in extreme conditions, in
temperatures of minus fifty degrees
Celsius, in order to develop a mean-
ingful collaboration with the young
herders. He has crafted an epic,
spectacular and chilling film about
survival, which slowly transforms
into a personal and poignant com-
ing-of-age tale about friendship, sac-
rifice, and the struggle to maintain
one’s identity amidst change.” —
Visions du Réel

Doors open at 6:30pm. Tickets
are available at the door or before
the show online at www.boze-
mandocseries.org, where you
can also buy Season Passes and 7-
film punch cards, learn more about
the series, and view trailers for
upcoming films. The series will
continue every other Thursday
through April.

Relaunch in ‘26 with
Chamber gatherings

As another holiday season full of
merriment and cheer slips away, it’s
time to shift focus back to the daily
grind. Bozeman Area Chamber of
Commerce continues to host month-

the tax preparation and financial
services company helps individuals
and small businesses file their taxes
and manage related financial needs.
Register for Business Lunch

ly gather- Seminar
ings entitled
designed bezeman [ area The
for trade Montana
profession- c am er Constitution
als in and f C — A Shared
around orL.ommerce Heritage
town. on
Another

edition of Business Before Hours
is set for Thursday, January 8th from
7:30-8:30am. The event will be
hosted by H&R Block at their loca-
tion, 85 Mill Town Loop, Unit B, in
Four Corners. The local branch of

orie
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The New Colossus
BY EMMA LAZARUS

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to 1 S
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stan
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. I'rom her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes comma
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

406-586-6730
406-539-6730
info@bozone.com
WW '/ JOZONE.COM

dr

Wednesday, Jan. 28th from
11:30am—1pm. Rylee Sommers-
Flanagan of Upper Seven Law will
present. Her presentation will
explore the fascinating story behind
Montana’s foundational document
and uncover its unique features, also
highlighting the interplay between
our state’s three branches of govern-
ment. The forum will take place at
the Chamber Center. Members pay
$32 for this presentation.

Also on Jan. 28th, TownePlace
Suites Bozeman West will host the next
Business During Hours event
from 4-6pm. It will be held at their
location, 2679 Honor Ln. The ideal
hotel where Montana’s western
charm meets modern comfort, their
location allows guests to explore the
area’s top attractions and historic
downtown Bozeman. Their accom-
modations are suitable for short get-
aways and extended stays.

Bozeman Chamber gatherings
and other forums provide a business
networking outlet for members and
others. Visit
www.bozemanchamber.com
to register for any of these events
and to learn more. Event
admission may be included with
membership. The Chamber Center
is located at 2000 Commerce Way in

byzZd
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Banff returns to Willson with mountain

film tour

Join the Bridger Ski Foundation
when the Banff Mountain Film
Festival World Tour brings the
spirit of outdoor adventure to
Bozeman at the Willson
Auditorium. Three screenings are
set for January 16th and 17th, with
an opening showing on Friday at
7pm followed by a 2:30pm mati-
nee and additional 7pm show on
Saturday.

Banff Centre Mountain Film
and Book Festival is the largest,
and one of the most prestigious,
mountain festivals in the world.
Hot on the heels of the festival
held every fall in Banff, Canada,
the Banff Centre Mountain Film
Festival World Tour hits the road.

With stops planned in hundreds of
communities and more than 40
countries across the globe, the
Banft' World Tour celebrates
amazing achievements in outdoor
storytelling and filmmaking
worldwide.

From the hundreds of entries
submitted into the Festival each
year, award-winners and audience
favorites are among the films that
are carefully selected to play in
theaters around the world.

Traveling to remote vistas, ana-
lyzing topical environmental issues,
and bringing audiences up-close
and personal with adrenaline-
packed action sports, the

202572026 World Tour is an exhil-

arating and provocative explo-
ration of the mountain world.

Bridgers, featuring two
Bozeman-based ski patrollers,
Beyond Parallels, showcasing an
expedition of the Canadian far
north, Best Day Fver, highlighting
adaptive mountain bikers in rural
Vermont, and Robson, profiling two
world-class ski mountaineers
descending the South Face, among
many others.

Tickets for all screenings are
$22. Yor purchase details and fur-
ther information, visit
www.bridgerskifoundation.or
g/banff. Proceeds from the
Bozeman event benefit the host
nonprofit organization. ¢

BFS fills calendar with films of
international variety

Bozeman Film Society enters the
new year with a screening of the
critically acclaimed indie, Rental
Famaly. The event will be held at
Downtown Bozeman’s Rialto
Theater on Wednesday, January 7th.
Directed by Hikari, the film will
screen at 7pm.

An American actor in Tokyo
struggling to find purpose lands an
unusual gig: working for a Japanese
“rental family” agency, playing
stand-in roles for strangers. He
rediscovers purpose, belonging and
the beauty of human connection.
Starring Brendan Fraser, Takehiro
Hira and Mari Yamamoto, among
others, the film is Rated PG-13 with
a run time of 103 minutes.

“An outstanding, feel-good com-
bination of East and West that nim-
bly explores loneliness and the
importance of found family.”

— USA Today

And later this January, BFS pres-
ents a collection of critically
acclaimed international films that
have won prestigious Cannes Film
Festival Awards and are nominated
for Golden Globes. The “Winter

Emerson galleries feature

Film Series” will be held on consec-
utive Wednesdays at Downtown
Bozeman’s Rialto Theater.

The opening film, It Was Just
an Accident, is set for January 14th
at 7pm. It is directed by Jafar
Panahi, an acclaimed dissident
Iranian filmmaker. This Palme
d’Or-winning film delves into the
consequences of a single, unintend-
ed act, presented in a restrained and
deeply human narrative. Panahi’s
direction offers no easy answers,
only the weight of consequence.
The film is rated PG-13 and is pre-
sented in Persian with subtitles.

The next film in the series is
Sentimental Values, the Cannes
Grand Prix winner, on January 21st
at 7pm. Directed by Joachim Trier
and starring Stellan Skarsgard,
Renate Reinsve and Elle Fanning,
the film follows Gustay, an estranged
father and once-celebrated director
who is eager to reclaim his former
glory. Gustav reconnects with his
daughters, Nora and Agnes, and
offers Nora the lead role in his new
film. However, she refuses and
learns that the part has been given

media, print works

The Emerson Center for the
Arts & Culture is pleased to host
its newest shows featuring emerg-
ing artists from our community.

Interdisciplinary artist Russell
Brausch showcases Not So Far
Away in the Weaver Room
Gallery. The exhibit explores
America’s complex relationship
with fire through painting, burn-
ing, drawing and textiles.

“A century of fire suppression,
the loss of Indigenous cultural
burning, and climate change have
created today’s wildfire crisis. It is
not a matter of if a fire will come,
but when. Federal land employees
work tirelessly with little progress,
caught between containing fires
and restoring damaged land-

scapes,” reads Brausch’s artist
statement.

“As hotter, drier climates push
fire back into the land through
both destruction and controlled
burns, my creative process seeks to
illuminate this complex history.
Through painting, burning, draw-
ing, and textiles, I open different
entry points into the wildfire con-
versation. My research expands on
acknowledging and redefining
America’s relationship with fire.”

Montana printmaker Rachel
Ingle unveils They Arrived Late
in the Jessie Wilber Gallery. The
featured prints consider ideas of
identity and place, through the
lens of tourism and landscape.

By layering wildflowers, weeds,

to a Hollywood star, which further
escalates the situation. Rated R, pre-
sented in Norwegian, Swedish and
English.

Brazilian film, The Secret
Agent, follows on January 28th at
6:45pm. Starring Caannes Best Actor
Wagner Moura under the direction
of Best Director Kleber Mendonca
Filho, this world-class political
thriller is precise as a razor and
expansive as a novel. Dazzlingly
filmed in ultra-saturated widescreen,
in 1977 Brazil, a man is on the run
from government hitmen. Hiding
out under an alias in Recife, he
becomes enmeshed in a nefarious
web of rampant surveillance and
official corruption. Rated R, dia-
logue in Portuguese.

Rental Family screens Jan. 7th at
the Ellen, before the ‘Winter Film
Series” moves to the Rialto for its
screenings on Jan. 14th, 21st and
28th. Wine, beer and concessions
will be available prior to the screen-
ings. Find ticketing access and learn
more about the current season at
www.bozemanfilmsociety.org —

and Keep ‘Em Flickering! »

mixed

and invasive species over pictures
of family vacations the artist rumi-
nates on human movement and
relationships through metaphors
of the natural world. The way we
attribute morality to the existence,
growth and movement of plants
gives us insight on how we are
striving to be present in the world.

Both exhibits are open the pub-
lic, on display through Jan. 30th.
For gallery hours and more infor-
mation, please visit
www.theemerson.org. Located
at 111 S Grand Ave., the Emerson
Center for the Arts & Culture
serves as a primary resource for
the arts, arts education, and cul-
tural activities in Southwest
Montana. ¢

Absorb regional history, storytelling &

MORe

It’s a brand new year as Museum
of the Rockies hits the ground run-
ning with several engaging special
events for its members and the
greater community.

As part of the Rosenberry-
Donohue Lectures on the American
West, Montana State University pro-
fessor Michael Reidy fronts an
evening presentation entitled “A
Vertical History of the West:
Devils Tower, Bear Lodge,
Empire & the Rise of American
Climbing.” The event will be held
at 5:30pm Thursday, January 15th,
in Hager Auditorium. Non-members
pay a §5 admission.

Established in 1906 as our first
National Monument, Devils Tower
is a geological wonder. Its human
history can tell us a lot about our
fascination with seemingly mystical
landscapes, our initial contemplation
of deep time, and our modern ideas
of wilderness. It also reveals a more
hidden history of nationalism,
empire, and Indigenous disposses-
sion of land.

Reidy will discuss the surprising
history of climbing at Devils Tower
National Monument, from its initial
first ascent through its more recent
explosion in popularity. This lecture
will reveal how this remarkable
monument represents the history of
the rise of American climbing more
broadly, but also how Devils Tower
can stand in for many other contest-
ed vertical geographies in the West,
where more than just climbers are
on the rise.

Tollowing on Iriday, January
23rd, theatrical storyteller Kellen
Trenal presents “Stories of
Coyote, The Trickster” at
5:30pm in Hager Auditorium. Free

and open to the public.

Beginning this month, MOR will
introduce native speakers and edu-
cators who will generously share
their insights and knowledge, creat-
ing a welcoming atmosphere of
gathering, learning and active
engagement within the community.
The niimiipuu (Nez Perce) people
purposefully maintain their story-
telling traditions, passing down les-
sons on history, tribal values and
performance art that inspire and
connect us all. Trenal, a Niimiipuu
storyteller and performer, will share
his award-winning stories.

Late this month, MOR presents
new event “Cosmos & Cosmos”
on Iriday, January 30th. The event
is open to all ages with adult bever-
ages available to those 21+.

Cosmopolitan cocktails, cash bar,
light bites, and classic rock set
against dazzling Taylor Planetarium
shows. Members are encouraged to
bring a friend along to show off
their neighborhood museum.

Also on display at MOR is
exhibit Becoming Jane: The Evolution
of Dr: Jane Goodall. Included with
Museum admission or membership.
The exhibit will be on view through
Jan. 18th. And coming in the new
year — FROGS: A Chorus of Colors
opens Feb. 6th. Stay tuned for
details.

MOR is open from 9am-5pm
daily. For more information about
featured exhibits, membership
details as well as these and other
events, visit
www.museumoftherockies.org

Early 20th-century

families seek

American Dream

Opera Montana is set to present
Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty’s
timely theatre showpiece Ragtime
late this month. Performances will
take place January 23rd through
February Ist. Friday and Saturday
shows begin at 7pm, with Sunday
matinees to follow at 3pm. All will
be held at Downtown Bozeman’s
Ellen Theatre.

Based on the novel of the same
name by E.L. Doctrow, Ahren’s and
Flaherty’s Ragtime is a compelling
epic capturing the American experi-
ence at the turn of the 20th century.
Tracking three diverse families in
pursuit of the American dream in
the volatile “melting pot” of turn-of-
the-century New York, Ragtime con-
fronts the dialectic contradictions
inherent in American reality: experi-
ences of wealth and poverty, free-
dom and prejudice, hope and
despair.

Opver the course of the show, the
worlds of a wealthy white couple, a
Jewish immigrant father and his
motherless daughter, and an African
American ragtime musician inter-
twine. Together, they discover the
surprising interconnections of the
human heart, the limitations of jus-
tice and the unsettling consequences

when dreams are permanently
deferred.

Featuring many of the historical
figures that built and shaped turn-of-
the-century America, including J.P.
Morgan, Emma Goldman, Harry
Houdini, Evelyn Nesbit and Henry
Ford, this musical sweeps across the
diversity of the American experi-
ence to create a stirring epic that
captures the beats of the American
experience: the marches, the cake-
walks and — of course, the ragtime
[StageAgent].

Under the stage direction of
Francesca Zambello, Ragtime features
a robust cast of performers and
choral artists with the help of a tal-
ented backstage creative team.

Tickets for these performances
are available for purchase now. To
reserve seats for Raglime, or any
other upcoming performance, visit
www.operamontana.org.

Opera Montana, established
in 1978, enriches the cultural
landscape through the powerful
artistry of opera. Committed to
fostering appreciation and accessibil-
ity, the local nonprofit showcases
exceptional performances, nurtures
emerging talent and engages diverse
audiences. *

GO BOBCATS!

Monday, January 5th
3:30pm ESPN
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